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Abstract

This thesis provides insight into an area that is too
often ignored in American history. The problems encountered
at home during World War II were many and complex. This
study of the Macomb community provides unigue insights to
studies of this nature. The placement of Camp Ellis along
with the input and influence of Western Illinois State
Teachers College created many new social, economic and cul-
tural adjustments for the community. Situations of this type
remain relatively unexplored by contemporary historians.

The research involved in this study deals almost ex-
clusively with primary source materials. In particular,
manuscript collections, personal correspondence, and oral
interviews. The interviews and correspondence provide valu-
able insights unobtainable in secondary source materials.
The wvalue of oral history to a study of this nature is cru-
cial. Those individuals selected provide a sampling of
viewpoints from different sections of the Macomb community
thus adding unique insights into all aspects of the thesis.

This study demonstrates that a small Midwestern com-

munity shared many of the same problems that were experienced

throughout the country, in particular the Japanese problem



witnessed throughout the Western portion of the United States.
Despite then, the community's isolated location and relatively
small population the problems encountered in this Midwestern

area were highly comparable to that of the entire nation.
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INTRODUCTION

This study examines the impact of World War II upon
the small midwestern town of Macomb, Illinois, and Western
Illinois State Teachers College. The town and college com-
munity's experiences during the war would undoubtedly have
been similar to dozens of other relatively isolated commu-
nities in the United States had it not been for the place-
ment of an army training and prisoner of war camp, Camp
Ellis, in the immediate vicinity of Macomb.

The existence and close proximity of a small town, a
state college, and an army-POW camp resulted in activities
and interactions with which most other American communities
did not have to contend. The situation created was uniqgue,
and situations like it remain unexplored by contemporary
historians. The absence of studies of this kind justifies
this work.

The research involved in this study deals almost ex-
clusively with primary source material because the secondary
sources that are of any value to this topic are few in num-
ber. The secondary works available at best only serve to put

the topic into perspective regarding the overall home front

experience during the Second World War.



Primary sources consulted include: newspapers, manu-
script collections, personal correspondence, and oral inter-
views. The use of primary source materials in this work is
generally advantageous, the only drawback being the credibi-
lity of persons consulted in the oral interviews and personal
correspondence. Interviews and correspondence of this nature,
given the passage of time, are susceptible to imperfections
in memory and, therefore, at times are not fully reliable.
This does not mean they cannot be valuable to the historian.
In this study, they are used to complement the additional re-
search and data. Applied in this matter, interviews with per-
sons who lived in the community during this period add color
and zest to the topic. They also allow the writer investiga-
ting a topic of some thirty years past to feel for himself
the impact of the events during this period. 1In addition,
they offer the writer information not usually found in conven-
tional sources historians consult. The interviews and corres-
pondence provide a sampling of viewpoints from different sec-
tions of the Macomb community during the Second World War, from
merchant to student, from newspaper editor to GI, and thereby
afford unique insights. The transcripts of these interviews
will be available in the Archives and Special Collection De-
partment of the Western Illinois University Library for any
reader or researcher who wishes to consult them.

This will not be an exhaustive study of the war's im-

pact on the Macomb community; space and time limitations

prohibit such work as that. Instead, it will touch upon a
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varicty of social, economic, and cultural occurrcnces ex-
perienced in the Macomb community largely as a result of the
interaction of people and institutions brought about by the
needs of war. A study of this community can be illuminating
when considering home front operations during the Seccond
World War. The paucity of studies with home front operations
make this study, and more like it, necessary.

This study will also include a brief examination of
the community's experiences in the immediate post war period
in order to provide the reader with greater perspective of
the impact of the war on this community. This will include
the effects and efforts of persons in this area in relation-
ship to the Illinois war effort and that of the entire nation.

The assistance received from those persons interviewed,
particularly that of Coach Wix Garner and Coach Ray Hanson,
was invaluable to the completion of this study. The indivi-
duals contacted by mail and the correspondence that followed
were also very helpful in the research and writing of this
thesis. To these kind people who were patient and considerate
enough to give of their time, thanks are extended.

Gordana Rezab and Debra Reynolds of the Western 111i-

nois Memorial Library Archives, as well as the staff of the

Macomb baily Journal, are also to be thanked for their time

and efforts in assisting in the research of this study.

A special note of gratitude is extended to Dr. Darrel
Cady for his patience and understanding as thesis advisor,
along with the mcmbers of my thesis committee, Dr. Robert

Sutton and Dr. Larry Balsamo.



Chapter I

The Community's Transition

The defeat of France, on June 22, 1940, by Hitler's
armies and the subsequent German siege of Great Britain be-
gan a long and sometimes bitter controversy in the United
States. President Roosevelt's inclination to aid threatened
democracies set off a heated argument between isolationists
and interventionists that went down in history as the "great
debate.”l Even Illinoisans, situated in the secure heartland
of America, could not altogether ignore events in Europe and
Roosevelt's response to them. Questions bothered them, such
as: How far should our defense measures extend? Should we
aid Great Britain? If so, should we extend financial aid to
the point of risking war? Was this our war? Should Congress,
not the President, decide the issue of war or peace?

Compared to the rest of the country, the Midwest, in-
cluding Illinois, was judged isolationist, a judgment keenly
resented by an active minority who supported intervention,
and insisted that the section was misrepresented by isola-
tionists.2 The people of Macomb, Illinois, located in Mc-

Donough County in the west-central portion of the state, ap-

parently shared the isolationist feelings of the midwesterners



during the period of the debate concerning intervention into
the European conflict. This small community, with a 1940
population of 8,764, was similar to other communities in I1li-
nois in many respects. Due to its size, modest amount of
industry, and wealth of agriculture, Macomb faced problens
which dozens of other rural midwestern communities confronted
during the years preceding the United States' involvement in
the war. Like persons in other communities, the citizens of
Macomb were concerned with American intervention abroad,
Roosevelt's lend-lease program, and selective service during
the time preceding the attack on Pearl Harbor.

It was during this period that critics of President
Roosevelt's policies were most vocal, including those in
west central Illinois. Roosevelt's efforts to aid Great Bri-
tain during Hitler's siege of that nation brought out strong
objections to those policies in Macomb. Early in 1941, Louis
Randolph, spokesman for isolationist sentiments and editor

of the town's daily newspaper, the Macomb Daily Journal, be-

gan what was to be a series of spirited editorials against
Roosevelt's program of aid to Great Britain and his policy
of lend-lease.

In January, 1941, Randolph asserted that the United
States should have learned its lesson from the First World
War, declaring that even though most of the American people

believed the country had done just that, total war was,

nevertheless, once again close at hand. He hinted that the



United States should be smart like other nations and take

care of itself, leaving the war in Europe to those nations

involved.3

This series of isolationist editorials by Randolph
continued throughout 1941, intensifying in tone as the pos-
sibility of war became more real. Soon after his first edi-

torial, he told his readers that the United States had al-

ready become a belligerent nation, that the decision for

war had already been made. All that remained at that point,
he claimed, was to gear the American people and economy for
total war. He lashed out at Roosevelt and his administra-

tion in a plea to the President to inform the American people
just exactly what they were in for by aiding Great Britain.?
The Lend-Lease Bill, which gave the President sole
power to lend or lease arms and equipment to nations fighting
arounsed even stronger response from the

Axis aggression,

Macomb Daily Journal and its editor. According to Randolph,

the evils of the Lend-Lease Bill were numerous, all of which
pointed to the increased power given the chief executive.

He was totally against this blank check which gave F. D.
Roosevelt (FDR) sole power over the nation's destiny.5 He
did not trust Roosevelt or any other individual with that
type of unlimited power, the power to decide whether the
United States went to war or remained at peace. This bill
went beyond the people's wildest dreams; to ask the American
people for this power was to deny that the democratic sys-

tem worked, asserted Randolph.



In the isolationist editor's view, only one thing
could have been more astounding than Roosevelt's request
for lend-lease, and that would have been a request for total
war. Nothing short of war should warrant a program with the
consequences of the Lend-Lease Bill. In this instance, Ran-
dolph indicated that President Roosevelt was attempting to
draft the United States into the European conflict by means
of the lend-lease program. He continued these attacks
throughout the month of January, vehemently protesting
against FDR's policies toward Great Britain, demonstrating
both anti-administration and anti-British sentiments (pre-
sumably reflecting the opinions of persons in the Macomb
community) .

Randolph revealed another dimension to his isolationist
views in an editorial which appeared on Friday, January 24,
1941. This piece dealt with Colonel Charles Lindbergh's
address before the House of Representatives concerning Roose-
velt's Lend-Lease Bill to England, and Germany's awesome
power against her. 1In this address, Lindbergh asked the
House to pursue a negotiated peace between the United States
and Germany, after the inevitable British defeat. Lindbergh
believed Germany would never challenge the continental United
States. Randolph's editorial was written before there was
time for nationwide reaction to Lindbergh's speech. Time
showed the public's response to be one of indignant outrage
toward Lindbergh's proposal. Nevertheless, Randolph believed

that Colonel Lindbergh's address should not be taken lightly



by the American people. He believed Lindbecrogh was qualified
to say the things he did, and, even though they were view-
points that the American people did not want to hear, it did
not mean that they were invalid. Randolph's closing argu-
ment defended Lindbergh, stating, "The bearer of an unpleasant

truth is a better friend than an optimistic liar or thought-

less hothead."6

In view of Randolph's position regarding aid to Great
Britain and Roosevelt's policies, one wonders for whom the
last part of the aforementioned guotation was directed. It
seems probable that Randolph's use of the quotation was a
thinly valid way of calling the President an "optimistic
liar." This editorial also demonstrated Randolph's extreme
isolationist sentiments and possibly reflected views of most
of Macomb's citizens, although this cannot be certain. The
absence of any group or person in the area expressing dis-
agreement with Randolph makes it seem probable that he ac-
curately reflected the community's views as he aligned him-
self with Lindbergh's stand for a negotiated peace with Ger-
many. The editor remained steadfast in subsequent weeks in
his position against sending arms and equipment to what he
and Lindbergh believed was a doomed Great Britain.

In February, 1941, Randolph renewed his protest against
lend-lease, defending those persons, such as Senator Burton

K. Wheeler of Montana for his stand against the bill. Ran-

dolph stated that all those who questioned lend-lease were



distrusted regarding their loyalty to the Presicent and the
country; he believed the voice of the opposition was smothered

by Roosevelt's administration.’

Randolph, on February 7, 1941, took his plea to the
people of Macomb in an appeal to the individual citizen to
write his elected officials opposing the Lend-Lease Bill be-
fore it was too late.® He asked them to show other Americans
and the world that the United States refused to be dragged
into a war by the executive branch of the government. Once
again, Randolph left no question in anyone's mind as to what
his position was concerning the Lend-Lease Bill and United
States' involvement abroad. He was an isolationist in every
sense of the word, and he told his readers just that on Febru-
ary 14, 1941. 1In this editorial, entitled, "We Can Be The
Dictators," he explicitly rejected the proposal by defeated
Republican presidential aspirant Willkie and Roosevelt that
the United States lead the world in democracy after the de-
feat of Hitlerism, and cynically asked his readers in the
closing sentence of his editorial, "Who would want to do this?"

It is possible that the people of Macomb, as well as

the rest of the Macomb Daily Journal staff, were not so nearly

interested in Roosevelt's policies and the Lend-Lease Bill as
was editor Randolph. On March 12, 1941, the day following
the passage of the Lend-Lease Act, the Journal's front page
was not filled with news of the measure, but instead devoted

its entire first page to the new line of women's fashions for
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the spring cf 1241. 1If one assumes that a newspaper delivers
news of concern to its readers, the lack of coverage on the
front page makes it seem apparent that this time Macomb's
citizens were disinterested in the war in Europe. The bat-
tlefield was a long way from a small community in the mid-
western United States.

Randolph, nevertheless, did not cease expressing his
isolationist sentiments after the passage of the Lend-Lease
Act, although his opposition to intervention was not as stri-
dent. He spoke out once again on September 4, 1941, follow-
ing the German submarine attack the previous day upon the

U.S.S. Greer, a destroyer on patrol off the cost of Iceland.

In this editorial, he stated that the attack was to be ex-
pected in view of the fact that American vessels were ven-
turing into hostile waters, possibly transporting goods to
nations actively involved in war.

Randolph remained unyielding throughout this period re-
garding American involvement in a European war. He was ada-
mant while the people of Macomb seemed to be complacement con-
cerning the events of the war. Both were to undergo immense

change, however, as a result of the events at Pearl Harbor a

few months later.

Meanwhile, the students and faculty at Western I11li-
nois State Teachers College (WISTC), located in Macomb, be-
gan to move toward greater awareness of and preparation for

war as early as October, 1941. The Western Courier, the

campus weekly newspaper, stressed the need for a Reserve
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Officers' Training Corp (R.O.T.C.) program on campus, in an
effort to prepare leaders and future officers to face the
impending crisis which they believed was inevitable as Ameri-
can involvement became more apparent.lo

Indeed, they had not just recently come to that opi-
nion. An editorial which appeared in July of 1941, expressed
the same sentiments. In this editorial, the Courier stressed
the need for college graduates in the armed services to pro-
vide intelligent leadership, in order to ensure that the
American forces were trained in mind as well as in body.ll
The Courier seemed implicitly to hold the view that the
students and faculty of WISTC were willing to involve them-
selves in a war effort if that possibility occurred. This
proved true as events led toward a war in which the United
States was directly involved.

In the fall of 1941, WISTC students felt the first ef-
fects caused by a world at war. The country's increased de-
fense build-up caused a decrease of twenty-five percent in
WISTC's enrollment for the fall term of 1941. A total of 758
students, 113 freshman men and 169 women, registered for fall
classes, compared to a total of 1,074 a year earlier and a
figure of 1,097 in 1939.12 This loss in students was credited
to enlistments in the Tllinois National Guard and other
branches of the armed services. Even during this period be-
fore Pearl Harbor, many of the young men wanted to get in
the service as soon as possible. They felt they belonged in

the service and, as a result, guite a few volunteered before



they were drafted. Perhaps fifty percent of the mcn of WISTC
who left school at this time to join the armed services did

so voluntarily. While this estimate may be high, it is evi-
dent that many men did leave the campus to enlist in the armed
services or begin work in defense areas before they were
drafted, in view of the decrease in enrollment in 1941 as com-
pared to 1939 and 1940. The newly created defense industries
with thelir attractive wages were also cited by the Courier as

being partially responsible for luring students away from the
campus.13

Later in the fall term, WISTC began a series of Kosmo-
politan Klub forums dealing with selective service. On De-
cember 3, 1941, just four days before the catastrophe at
Pearl Harbor, a forum was held with guest speaker Dr. Maynard
C. Kruger of the University of Chicago presiding. The meeting
was open to all members of Western's campus to discuss the
draft and what it meant to the students of WISTC. Two addi-
tional forums to discuss selective service were to be held
at later dates on campus.

The actual outbreak of war and America's direct in-
volvement against Japan, Germany, and Italy, brought about
even greater changes in the town of Macomb and on the campus
of WISTC. The Macomb community was brought to war conscious-
ness immediately as a result of the events at Pearl Harbor.

The possibility of injury to two young men from the Macomb

area who were aboard the U.S.S. Oklahoma, one of the ships

hit at Pearl Harbor, along with the increased intensity of
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the draft, rapidly forced the community to a sense of reality
regarding the events of the war. Discussion of the war was
everywhere, and suddenly, for the first time, a pro-war senti-

ment prevailed.l4 It might also be noted that Macomb Daily

Journal's editor, Louis Randolph, was silent on December 8.
His editorial on the day after Pearl Harbor did not pertain
to the war or any events of the previous day.

Randolph quickly became involved in the prevailing senti-
ments, however. On December 9, he called for the immediate
formation of a Macomb Civilian Defense Program, stating that
time could not afford to be lost in this area of defense. He
went so far as to suggest that if city officials had problems
locating a director for the program, the Journal would assume
control and supervise the program without pay. Randolph, at
this point, abandoned his isolationist sentiments and, on the
following day, expressed complete support for President Roose-
velt's war message.15 Randolph was now totally behind FDR in
his call for every individual to perform his duty efficiently
and cheerfully. At this point, isolationism became a casualty
of Pearl Harbor in Macomb and in the rest of the nation. Ran-
dolph went on to present a plea to the citizens of Macomb,
after calling for a civilian defense program, to buy wisely
and avoid hoarding. Hoarding was not necessary at that time
because there was as yet no indication of any shortages or
increase in prices. Shortages were not to be feared, he
asserted, because the country had plenty of food for itself

and its allies.l6
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Later in December, Macomb organized a local Home Guard
to replace the regular Macomb National Guard Unit which, at
that time, was stationed in Tennessee. This unit was formed
under the direction of the Civilian Defense Program headed by
Ray Hall, Wayne Wetzel, C. E. Flack, and Louis Randolph. The
Home CGuard was stationed in Iowa at Ft. Madison and Keokuk,
to patrol bridges crossing the Mississippi.

The change of attitude in Macomb and in editor Randolph
was dramatic. Macomb was no longer able to remain an isola-
tionist midwestern community. A war had been declared, and
the community reacted and adjusted much as other citizens
throughout the country in a series of changes that marked
the beginning of the town's war effort.

Students and faculty at Western Illinols State Teachers
College also felt the effects of Pearl Harbor and the declara-
tion of war that immediately followed. On December 8, several
hundred students assembled in the college auditorium to lis-
ten to President Roosevelt's war message with the prevailing
mood of shock, dismay, and concern over losing deferments.17

Just two days later, the WISTC community felt the first
direct effects of the war when student pilots were grounded
on orders from Washington. Previously, WISTC faculty con-
ducted a program instructing students in a civilian pilots
training course. The orders from Washington stated that all
student pilots were grounded until the government could be

assured all involved were loyal American citizens. Paul

Wetzel, course instructor, and Harry Clugston, director of
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the Macomb ailr strip, instructed the students to have a pro-
per birth certificate and two letters of recommendation from
area businessmen attesting to their loyalty. Wetzel feared
the course would be discontinued altogether for security rea-
sons, however. Indeed, the course was discontinued for sev-
eral months.l8

It was at this time that WISTC's president Walter P.
Morgan met with those men registered for the draft to discuss
their change in status as a result of the recent declaration
of war. Morgan stressed the need for cool thinking and a
level headed attitude due to the unpredictability of events
following the declaration. He also reminded the young men
on campus that there were still provisions in the selective
service for deferments to allow them to continue their edu-
cation. Morgan emphasized education as being of equal impor-
tance to serving in the military. He believed the men and
women of WISTC must stand ready to serve the country, but at
the same time not lose sight of their educational objectives.
In Morgan's eyes, the pursuit of education was of equal or

greater importance than the pursuit of war. 19

The attitudes of the men on campus were two-fold, ac-
cording to Arthur Ter Keurst, then Dean of Men. There was
first a sense of anger and a strong desire to defeat the
Axis powers quickly and decisively. Secondly, there was a
feeling of discouragement and a fear that their education
would be terminated as a result of the country's involvement

in a world war. The entire campus was left with a feeling



of uncertainty concerning its future. Dean Ter Keurst,
like President Morgan, stressed the need for the men to
stay in school as long as possible and to continue their
work with diligence in order to prepare them for whatever
the future might hold.?"

On December 17, 1941, Morgan again took the oppor-
tunity to express his belief that education should continue
along with defense work, stating that progress made by state
teachers colleges was a must if education was to continue

throughout the war and after its conclusion. 41

An editorial appeared in the Courier the same day,
very similar to Morgan's statement. In it the opinion was
expressed that remaining in school was of equal importance
to serving in the Military because teacher shortages would
be felt after the war. Education must be maintained at a
high level during the emergency because education was impor-
tant in a democracy, stated the Courier. Every individual

must do his part; remaining in school was a major contribu-

tion on the war effort.22

Morgan and the Courier were not advocating pacifism
in these statements, but preparation for any demands the
war might make upon the faculty and students of WISTC. The
administration and students of WISTC were willing to share
the burdens of a nation at war, although their patriotism
did not impel them to rush to recruitment centers.

The town of Macomb, as well as the WISTC community,

underwent definite changes as a result of American's initial
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involvement in World War II. Still more changes were to
come. It quickly became impossible for Macomb to remain a
quiet, isolated Midwest town with a state teachers college

located therein. Instead, the community was soon to become
an atypical area, containing not only a college but also an
army training and prisoner of war camp, Camp Ellis, whose

construction was just around the corner.



Chapter II

The Impact of War

Another major adjustment for the Macomb community and
the students and faculty of WISTC in the early war years was
the construction of an army camp which was to be located in
nearby Fulton County. The formal announcement and authoriza-
tion for construction did not come until Saturday, September 5,
1942, although construction was discussed months before it was
announced. United States Senator Scott Lucas announced the

authorization for construction and that work was to begin as

soon as possible with costs to be in excess of five million

dollars.l

Initially, for Macomb, this meant an influx of thousands
of construction workers, causing problems with housing shor-
tages and law enforcement. For farmers near the towns of
Table Grove and Ipava, where the camp was to be located, this
meant a loss in property and in some instances a loss in the
vear's harvest. (See Appendix I for maps revealing land ac-
gquisitions made in the three county area surrounding Camp
Ellis). In order to cope with this situation, a land acquisi-

tion office was opened by the government in Lewistown, Illinois.

18
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On Septexhor 5, camp engineers were already seeking
housing and an estimated 5,000 construction workers were soon
to follow with a major portion of them seeking housing in
Macomb. Committees were appointed by Mayor Wetzel in an at-
tempt to solve the severe housing problems Macomb was about
to face, and appeals were made to householders to prepare
single rooms and apartments wherever they were available. The
problem was compounded by beginning construction during the
This timing prevented the use of any temporary

winter months.

dwellings, such as tents, because of the usually severe Illi-

nois winters.2

The camp itself was to consist of 2,200 buildings set
up in a triangular division with a capacity for housing 35,000
soldiers in three units: infantry, calvalry, and service.
(Camp Ellis actually became strictly a service or quarter-
master training outpost). Plans also called for switch tracks
to be connected with the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy rail
lines on the Southeastern edge of Table Grove, Illinois.3

Construction began almost immediately with no delay in
obtaining property from land owners in the Table Grove and
Ipava areas. Each owner was offered a price for his land. If
he chose to accept, the transaction was sent to Washington and
he received payment as soon as it was cleared by government
officials. If he chose to decline in favor of a larger settle-
ment, the sum offered by the government was put in escrow while

negotiations continued. The problem farmers faced if they chose

the latter course was that the government assumed control of
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the land while negotiations continued. Once the announce-
ment was made, action began guickly, leaving very little time
for pondering or preparation on the part of area farmers.

A loss of an initial 8,000 acres was expected for Table

Grove and Ipava area farmers. Originally, crop loss was ex-

pected to be minimal. However, on September 24, 1942, Lachlan
Crissey of Lewistown, Illinoils, the government attorney in

charge of land acquisitions, amnounced all crops would be

appraised for their value as of that date, purchased, and re-
moved immediately. Also at that time a court order, handed
down from Springfield, Illinois, gave many of the area farmers
only until October 1 to vacate their land. The policy for
crop purchase was the same as that for land acquisition. If
the owner accepted the appraisal price, he was paid by the
government and the deed was completed. If not, the govern-
ment attorney Crissey filed a declaration of taking and the
government assumed control regardless.

The crop was sold to the highest bidder. The area's
entire corn crop was sold to Frank W. Clugston for $11,515.
This procedure was to be followed for selling all other crops
harvested in the area. This system was put into effect after
a court order was issued halting any feed or harvesting of
crops by their owners to prevent constant re-appraisals.

On September 8, the Macomb City Council met to discuss
the problems the town would face as a result of the proximity
of the camp and the large influx of workers its construction

would bring. The Council expressed concern over the possibility
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R

of trailer camps arising at various polints throughout the
city. Also discussed at this meeting was the problem of

appropriating additional funds necessary to lncrease the

city's police force. Mayor Wetzel organized seven committees
to study and discuss the community's problems. No positive

action was taken on this day; however, the Council chose

instead to wait to see what developed as a result of camp

construction.6

Editor Randolph reacted to the Council's inaction in
his editorial of September 10, appropriately entitled, "Better
Wake-Up." He pointed out that this was not the time to sit
tight but the time for action and preparation. He believed
the camp and its construction would bring with it lawlessness
and prostitution, as well as con-artists of all kinds. Ran-
dolph realized that the problem with enlarging the police
department was appropriating the funds necessary to pay tle
additional men that were needed. He proposed using WISTC
students in lieu of professional policemen, believing college
students to be intelligent, efficient, and dependable. Em-
ploying them would benefit all involved. The city would be
receiving competent protection for a smaller sum, and the
students would receive payment for a worthwhile part-time
occupation.7

Randolph also pointed out the need for a police expert,
with a tough reputation and experience in a similar situation,
to train the present force and any future additions to the

department. In his closing statement Randolph expressed the
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opinion that it might already be too late for Macomb to prm-~
pare itself for the community's upcoming problems.

Randolph returned to this concermn a week later on Sep-
tember 18, once again urging the City Council to take positive
action to bolster Macomb's police force. His suggestion to
use WISTC students was ignored and no new members were added
to the community's police force because of an ordinance which
stated all Macomb policemen must be permanent residents. Ran-
dolph believed this ordinance to be ridiculous in view of the
present situation. He, along with many other community mem-
bers, foresaw serious difficulties unless the Council acted
immediately to cope with its problems. This plea went un-
heeded by Mayor Wetzel and the Council as the influx of people
into the Macomb community continued. 8

The construction of Camp Ellis continued throughout
the winter of 1942-43 and despite the problems caused by a
very wet spring and poor drainage, Camp Ellis was ready to
begin operation in April of 1943. The camp upon its comple-
tion consisted of 17,750 acres and contained close to 2,200
buildings, from hospital to recreational facilities, with
the capacity to house from 25,000 to 40,000 soldiers. The
GI's began to arrive in April and were put wmd&r the command
of General Russell I. Maxwell, who, previous to his assign-
ment at Ellis, had been stationed in the Middle East working
with service and supply units. Maxwell was assisted by

Colonel H. C. Minuth and Colonel Basil D. Spaulding, who

originally opened the camp during its initial stages.
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On Mav 6, 1943, all three officers were honored as
guests of the Macomb Chamber of Commerce. At this banguet,
General Maxwell attempted to open communication between Camp
Ellis and the Macomb community. He applauded the town for
its efforts at working to keep operations running smoothly
and assured the citizens of Macomb that he would be personally
available to discuss any problems that might occur. 9

Camp Ellis was one of the largest camps in the United

States and the soldiers there published one of the largest

camp newspapers during the war, the Camp Ellis News. The first

issue appeared on April 30, 1943, a simple mimeograph edition.
The paper grew into a full size newspaper of excellent quality

and was published in Macomb at the Macomb Daily Journal office,

which profited by printing the paper. The Journal was able to
obtain extra newsprint, which was in short supply during the

war, enabling it to publish one or two additional pages of

news daily.ll

The Camp Ellis News was praised by editor Randolph for

its open format which was a good example of freedom of the
press enjoyed at Ellis. He pointed out that the Ellis high
command did not tamper with the reporting and editorial policy
of the paper, and that the staff took advantage of this oppor-

tunity to publish one of the best camp newspapers in the

country.12

The people of the Macomb community and the Fulton County
area had mixed emotions concerning the placement of a military

camp in their vicinity. The general opinion in the town of
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Takile Grove, Illinois, a very small and peaceful rural commu-

nity, was one of astonishment and disbelief upon hearing the

announcement. The people wondered why the government would

choose their little community for placement of a military camp.l3

The people of Macomb voiced similar opinions and were
concerned about the changes the camp would bring to their
community. Many citizens feared the possible corruption the
camp would bring along with the disruption of the community's
daily activities.14 Although these fears were never realized
to any considerable degree, Camp Ellis did bring with it
various problems to which the community was forced to adjust.

Housing shortages became the first of these difficulties
as a result of the influx of construction workers and the sub-
sequent arrival of GI's and their families. The citizens of
Macomb were urged to open any available rooms for occupancy.
The community responded and quickly became filled to capacity;
it was rumored that there was not an empty bed to be found

in Macomb.l®

The housing shortages in Macomb also affected the stu-
dents of WISTC. The problem was twofold. Finding housing was
a big problem. At that time there were limited dormitory
facilities on campus. The second problem was securing funds
to pay rents that had tripled and even quadrupled due to the
great demands in the housing market caused by the placement
of Camp Ellis. Editor Randolph noted the students' problems
early in September of the 1943-44 school year. He pointed

out that rent payments had gone beyond the financial means



of college students, apparently contributing tc = drop in
WISTC's enrollment. The citizens of Macomb wecre being short-
sighted in raising rents and thus curtai ling the capacities
of WISTC. Randolph believed the college was a permarent asset
to the community; solving the college's housing problem was
a responsibility of the citizens of Macomb. 16

The arrival of GI's into the Macmb community brought
an apparent end to controversy concerning the placement of
Camp Ellis. The soldiers of Ellis were warmly accepted in

the Macomb community. Early in June of 1943, Macomb citizens
began to organize USO facilities under the direction of Barney
Maticka. The American Iegion Hall was used as a temporary
location for the USO until more elaborate plans could be de-
vised. The women of the community organized the Macomb Women's
Community Council, under the leadership of Lucille King, to
assist in the work begun by Maticka and the USO. The ocommu-
nity's churches also became active in efforts to make the
Ellis GI's more comfortable in the Macomb area. The First
Presbyterian Church opened a center for FI's with a snack bar

and recreational facilities. The churches also offered special

services and transportation for the soldiers, anmouncing their

weekly programs in the Camp Ellis News every Friday.l7

The Macomb community continued its efforts to make the
men of Camp Ellis comfortable, opening up in December of 1943
the Ewing building as an additional USO center. This facility,

located on South Randolph Street across from the post office,
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contained a lounge, snack bar, recreational area, =2nd writing

room and was also directed by Barney Maticka. 18

Also announced at that time was an additional USO faci-
lity, the Holland Clinic, which was to be renovated for the
Ellis GI's. The plans for this center compared favorably with
the largest and most appealing centers in the country. The
city of Macomb appropriated $16,586, along with the federal
grant of $24,972 from the Defense Recreation Committee, to
pay the expenses of purchasing and remodeling the clinic.l9

These announcements could rot have come soon enough to
suit editor Randolph, who in October had warned the community
that it would need additional facilities to serve the soldiers
during the winter months. Randolph also pointed out that food
and entertainment were not enough, that friendship and comfort
were of the utmost importance to the soldier in a strange
community and should be provided by the citizens of Macomb. 20

Negro soldiers were treated differently, however. Des-
pite the fact that Camp Ellis was located in the northern sec-
tion of the country, policies one would expect to find in the
South prevailed, including segregation. In July of 1943,
plans were made to convert the second floor of Macomb's City
Hall into a USO center for the black soldiers stationed at
Ellis. The City Council, USC officials, and American Legion
representatives met to discuss the plans and arrange for the
immediate renovation of the designated area. Emerson Black,
director of the Negro USO0 center, praised the American Legion

for sacrificing their rooms on the second floor for the

emergency.21
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The arrival of Negro soldiers at Camp Ll1lis and into
+he Macomb community did cause some problems. The people of
Ma comb lacked both knowledge and exposure to blacks as did
the people of many small communities in the area. They were
just not accustomed to having them in their environment.? 2

As a result of this lack of acceptance, many blacks from Ellis

took their business to, and sought recreation in, Peoria,

Illinois, a larger community with a larger black pOpulation.23

Vail Morgan, a reporter during the war for the Macomb

Daily Journal, believed there were anti-black feelings in the

community and also confirmed the fact that many of the black

soldiers avoided Macomb, taking their business elsewhere,

once again, usually to peoria .24

Editor Randolph expressed his opinion and perhaps that
of the community concerning the black soldiers at Camp Ellis
in a commentary on a booklet written by Brigadier Gerneral E.
A. Stockton of Camp Stewart, Georgia. This booklet, entitled,
"Educational Programs for Colored Troops," discussed appropriate
behavior for the black soldiers in Georgia, which Stockton
pointed out must follow the state laws to the letter. These
laws for blacks included staying out of white places, sitting
in designated areas in public facilities, and demonstrating
proper respect when confronting white people. Randolph agreed
with Stockton's booklet and stated that blacks in the Macomb
community should adhere to these rules designated for the
blacks in Georgia. He pointed out that advancement for blacks

should come by proving their worth and not by defiance.25
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The town of Macomb was not without racial incident,

however, and Randolph was quick to point this out to the

community. In November of 1943, a rape took place involving
a black soldier and a farm woman who resided in the vicinity
of Camp Ellis. Ellis officials guickly investigated and
apprehended the rapist less than a week after the incident.
Randolph praised the work of the Ellis officials in bringing
the matter to a close in such rapid fashion. He went on to
say that hysteria and a reign of terror could have followed

if the case was not closed as gquickly as it was. The citizens

of the Fulton County area could rest easy due to the quick

apprehension and subsequent court martial of the rapist, re-

ported Randolph.26

On the whole the record of the black soldiers at Camp
Ellis was a commendable e, indicating that local racial pre-
judice and discrimination was unjustified. Olive Gamage, while
a civilian employee at an Ellis post exchange (PX), believed
the behavior of the blacks to be superior to that of the
Caucasian soldiers in many instances.? 7 Margaret Kipling, a
PX manager at Ellis, dealt with black soldiers daily and ob-

served politeness in manners and a friendly attitude among

the black soldiers.28

Camp Ellis also interned approximately 2,500 German
prisoners of war (POW's) stationed within its bouwndaries.
The reaction from the Macomb community and the Fulton County
area was mild in regard to the presence of these POW's. The

only evidence of any adverse reaction came from those families
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with sons killed in action who resented the enemy being in

&

the area and treated as guests.2j This complaint was not
widespread in the Macomb community, however.

The record of the POW's at Ellis was very good. They
were called upon to do work in many areas of the camp and were
also hired out to local farmers and businessmen for work out
On these occasions they were compensated for

side the camp.

their work.30

Many of the POW's located at Camp Ellis were English
speaking and enjoyed talking with the American people with
whom they came in contact. Carroll Brown, who worked as a
surveyor and later on refrigeration units at Ellis, had many
conversations with the German POW's while working in their
area. He considered the prisoners to be both intelligent and
friendly.3l

There seems to have been some resentment among the GI's
at Camp Ellis toward POW's. They felt that the German pri-
soners enjoyed too many luxuries which included eating well,
enjoying excessive recreation time, and working very little.

In contrast, many of the GI's resenting the presence of the
prisoners had feelings of insecurity concerning their future. 2
The GI's stationed at Camp Ellis did cause certain

problems in the Macomb and Fulton County area. On October 2,

1943, the Macomb Daily Journal reported that Privates Hobert C.

Strong and Robert H. Long were being held awaiting charges of
stealing and demolishing a car beleonging to Ivan Head of Bush-

nell, Illinois. State's Attorney Keith F. Scott said the two



30
stated that they might have stolen tho car but did not remom-
ber the events clearly after an evening at a Bushnell tavern.
The 1934 Ford belonging to Head was demolished after an acci-
dent about one mile outside of Bushnell. The two GI's were
not injured in the accident and spent the night in jail. A

similar case was reported the same day, also in the Bushnell

A 1940 Ford owned by R. J. Moore of Bushnell was found
q.33

area.
abandoned with the motor severely damage

On October 15, another car theft was reported involving
Ellis GI's. Clarence Brower and Cecil Biteg were arrested in
Chicago with a Studebaker owned by Z. C. Elliot of Bushnell.

Brower and Biteg stated that the car had been loaned to them

by an unknown man named Arthur. This case, like the previous

two, was turned over toc camp officials.3%

Camp Ellis also brought some positive contributions to
the Macomb community and the surrounding area. One outstand-
ing event was a play written, produced, and performed by the
soldiers of Camp Ellis, entitled "By the Numbers". The play
was originally intended to be shown exclusively in the War
Department Theatre at Camp Ellis, but due to the enthusiastic
response the play received, Major General Maxwell, camp com-
mander, gave permission for the production to be presented in
cities adjacent to the camp. The play, which was shown in
Macomb on September 14 and 15, 1943, to full houses at the
Illinois Theatre, dealt with everyday life in a military camp.
(See Appendix II for the program and list of credits as it

was distributed on September 14 and 15, 1943).
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"By the Numbers" was produced by the Special Services
Office under the direction of Major Frederick McCaw. The play
warranted the attention it was given in the Macomb community
for it was reportedly a very worthy production. It served to
improve relationships, which at that point were excellent,

with the town of Macomb as well as other surrounding communi-

ties.>°
Also serving to improve the relationship between Camp
Ellis and the surrounding area was an Open House which took
place at the Camp on July 4, 1943. This event consisted of
a full parade, open inspection of Camp Ellis' five training
groups (service, qguartermaster, engineer, signal, and medi-

cal companies), formal camp dedication ceremony, a band con-

cert, and a picnic lunch, to mention just a few of the open
house activities. The event was expected to entertain 50,000
people before the day was finished.36 (See Appendix III for
the complete program of events for the Camp Ellis Open House
on July 4, 1943).

In summary, Camp Ellis brought many things to the
Macomb community but major problems and difficulties were not
among them. The camp did not cause problems in law enforce-
ment as was expected by many community officials. This was
due in part to the fact that although 8,000 construction
workers were expected to descend on the city, only about half
that number actually arrived in Macomb. Mayor Wetzel stated

that all had run smoothly during the construction period with

the positive aspects of Camp Ellis dominating the atmosphere.
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Wetzel commented that the camp had enabled many peoplc to find
employment and rent rooms who were unable to do so before camp
construction. Chief of Police William Hegstrom agrecd with
Mayor Wetzel stating there had been no large increase in ar-
rests as a result of camp construction. He did state, however,
that the number of arrests for intoxication had increased.37

In Ipava and Table Grove the prosperity brought by the
presence of Camp Ellis was felt immediately as population
doubled in both areas as a result of camp construction. In
Ipava the population socared from 650 to 1,400. The town also
opened two additional taverns with few additional problems
in law enforcement. Once again the predicted problems with
camp undesirables and drunkenness were not to be found. Ipava
did, however, add an additional law enforcement officer to its
staff, a night man to relieve the day man, making their force
a two-man operation.

Table Grove also enjoyed new-found prosperity resulting
from the placement of Camp Ellis. Its population rose from
550 to 1,100 and its business was up an estimated fifty per-
cent. Table Grove also constructed two new taverns to provide
ample entertainment for its increased population.38

One of the major sources of income for both Table Grove
and Ipava were the slot machines located in taverns, restaurants,
and other businesses. They were operated illegally but con-
doned by area officials because each town was given a percen-—

tage of the profit from its machines. This split was arranged

without publicity to avoid any legal complications. The ma-
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chines were confiscated at one time in a raid by the I'ulton
County States Attorney's Office, but were replaced and in use

again shortly after the raid.3?

Overall, the placement of Camp Ellis and the soldiers,

families, and construction workers it brought did change the

lifestyle of the residents in the Macomb, Ipava, and Table

Grove communities in several ways. Many new and different

events took place which changed the daily routines of these
citizens. The war was brought directly into these communi-
ties by the placement of the camp and subsequent USO facilities
along with the many illegal facilities in Table Grove and
Ipava.

Naturally these events caused certain tensions and

occasional difficulties in each town, but the record speaks
for itself. The transition made by the citizens in the Macomb
and Table Grove-Ipava communities was remarkable. After the
initial shock announcing the placement of Camp Ellis, these
communities opened their doors to Ellis and its soldiers.

This is not to say that these communities did not profit by
for that is obvious. They did, however, accept

its placement,

the soldiers on a personal basis which made the transition

and relatively smooth operation of Camp Ellis possible.



Chapter IIT

The War and the Campus

The Second World War and the placement of Camp Ellis
in the area had a great impact on Western Illinois State
Teachers College (WISTC) too. WISTC's faculty moved one month
after Pearl Harbor to organize a War Council under the direc-
tion of Dr. Arthur Tillman in order to make the college's
activities in the area of defense as dynamic as possible.
The Council's initial steps were taken by the college's facul-

ty in an effort to conserve rubber and gas.l

The students of WISTC were restless and unsure of their
immediate future during the initial stages of the country's
involvement in World War II. Thomas Callahan, writing for

the Western Courier, rejected the advice of President Morgan

and Dean Ter Keurst to remain cool and continwe with t heir
college education in an intensified fashion in order to finish
before they were called into the service. Callahan asserted
that it was ridiculous to ask students to remain cool and

calm with increased wartime activities, defense work, and
rationing all around them. The idea of waiting until one

was drafted before thinking about the service was hypocritical

according to Callahan. He called for increased war awareness

34
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on the part of the men on campus and requested a more realis-

tic approach from WISTC's faculty.2

Indeed, the students and faculty of WISTC were already
beginning to feel the effects of the war. School activities
quickly began to suffer due to an enrollment decline of twenty-
five percent, campus unrest concerning the draft, and student
apathy. These factors, along with a decrease in the activities
budget, had a detrimental effect on Western's social environ-

ment.3
In March of the 1941-42 school year, as the students
of WISTC began to initiate their Red Cross program and other

wartime activities, news of Western's first military casualty

Former student Howard Corbin was killed attempt-

4

was reported.

ing to parachute from a disabled training plane. The stu-
dents of WISTC were beginning to realize that the World War II
was a part of their lives and that it would affect their acti-
vities throughout its duration.

The 1942-43 school year brought additional changes to
the campus of WISTC, which at that time was to become more
actively involved in the country's war effort. The fall of
1942 began with two significant changes on campus. WISTC be-~
gan that year with a new president, Dr. Frank A. Beu, who re-
placed the retired Dr. Walter P. Morgan. Morgan had been
president from 1912 until Beu took over in September of 1942.
The new president received his B.A. and M.A. at Northwestern

University, majoring in Social Science and English. He later

completed his Ph.D. in education at the University of Chicago.
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Before coming to Wastern, Dr. Beu held a position as a Pro-

fessor of Methodology at Eastern Illinois University and

later became Dean of Instruction at the same institution.>
WISTC also began that year with another significant

drop in the enrollment for fall quarter. The totals for that

gquarter were 718 students, 303 men and 415 women, compared to

a total of 810 students registered for the previous fall quar-

ter. This number increased to a total of 813 students for

the regular school year and 692 for the summer term. These
figures show a marked decrease from the 929 students enrolled
for the 1941-42 regular year and 801 for that year's summer
session. WISTC graduated 110 four-year students and 27 two-
year students in 1942-43 in contrast to 124 and 52, respec~-
tively, in 1941-42.°

The figures for the 1942-43 school year were deceptive,
however, in view of the large freshmen class which entered

WISTC at that time. A total of 270 freshmen registered for
fall classes, 123 men and 147 women. This was only a five
percent drop from 1941 when 284 freshmen students enrolled,
113 men and 171 women. This figure becomes even more signi-
ficant when compared to the decrease in freshmen from 1940

to 1941, which was much more drastic, because in 1940, 412
freshmen registered for fall classes. This small loss in the
number of freshmen entering WISTC was attributed to Western's

attractive new military programs. The Courier agreed with

those freshmen who enrolled in WISTC's military programs and
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d upper classmen also to take advantage of the new

curriculum introduced by President Beu.7

implore

As part of the new curriculum at Western in 1942, all
men were required to enrcoll in compulsory physical education
courses in compliance with government orders. They were re-
guired to participate in four periods of physical education
per week. Athletic Director Ralph Barclay, who replaced
Colonel Ray Hanson, then serving in the Marine Corp as he did
in World War I, set up the program for Western's men. The
program entailed tumbling, a barricade course, cross country,
steeple chase, hand-to-hand combat, calisthenics, and march-
ing. The only male students exempted from the courses were
those involved in interscholastic football and cross country.8

This effort to bring the men of WISTC to physical pre-
paredness was welcomed by the Courier whose staff expressed
their pleasure in an editorial which appeared on September 23.
This piece called for maximum compliance with the program in
view of the task which faced the country. The new physical
education program would benefit the individuals, the college,
and the country, stated the Ccurier.

In December of 1942, an announcement was made, the

first of its kind, by Miss Sarah Miner of the Monroe Hall

cafeteria. Miss Miner asked the students to limit themselves
to two and one-half pounds of meat per week in order to help
keep the United States Army the best fed fighting force in

the world. To do this efficiently a meatless day each week

was requested of the students at Western. At that time meat



was not being rationed. Thus, compliance was voluntary on
the part of the students.9

A month later, in January, 1943, a full wartime curri-
culum was being considered by the faculty curriculum committee
to serve those students preparing for war work. These courses
were drawn up by Dean Ter Keurst according to government recom-
mendations to train students for specific posts in the country's
In addition to Western's wartime pre-nursing and

war effort.
business training programs, courses being considered in Janu-
ary were to prepare students in such fields as engineering
assistant, food management, lab technician, map draftsman,
meteorologist, model making, personnel work, pre-flight avia-
tion, physical therapy, recreational assistant, social ser-

vice work, statistician, and technical and scientific aide.

On February 17, 1943, it was announced that these courses

would become effective for the spring guarter beginning on
March 8. The courses were set up in one, two, and three-year

curriculums under the direction of Dr. Frederick H. Currens,
Dean of Faculty, and Dr. Arthur Ter Keurst, Dean of Men.lO
Also at this time the civilian pilot training course
was reintroduced on the campus of WISTC with the capacity to
train ten men in eight week sessions. In an effort to ac-
celerate this program to serve a larger number of students,
WISTC also offered the course in two six-week summer sessions.

WISTC's war curriculum did not stop there, however, for evening

courses were also offered in an adult education program. This
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portion of Western's war curriculum included Red Cross pro-

s . . 11
grams, nutrition, and first aid courses.

The policy of the Western Courier remained steadfast

in its position concerning the valwe of education during the

war period. The Courier staff believed the teacher education

program shauld continue alongside the new war curriculum and
defense programs instituted at Western. In April of 1943, an
editorial appeared in the Courier which stated that those per-

sons who planned on a teaching career s hould not give it up

because of the war. Indeed, the war increased the need for

competent teachers by creating shortages of trained personnel

for several years to come. The editorial closed by saying
that all high school graduates should consider the teaching

profession; teaching was of great importance to the country's

war effort.12

Later in May of 1943, a similar editorial appeared in
the Courier in response to President Beu's pleas for 50,000
teachers for the post-war period. Here teachers were advissd
to remain at their posts until it was certain there was greater
need for them elsewhere. Students training for the teaching
profession should also remain in school until it was clear
that they could serve the country better in another way. At
that time, the editorial asserted, evidence was lacking that
either students or teachers should desert their profession.13

The Western Courier also made efforts during the war

to ranain in contact with former students who were called

away from campus to serve in the military. The Courier staff
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initiated a program to send conies of the newspapzr to t hose
in service to keep them informed of campus activities. The

paper also printed excerpts from the letters it receiwd from

men in service to keep those on campus informed of the acti-

vities of former students. In addition, the Courier promo ted
a program in which students on campus could become involved
in a letter writing campaign to former students then in ser-

vice to inform them of campus events in a more personal man-
ne I‘.l4

The other campus publication, the Sequel, was also
filled with information concerning WISTC's war programs. The
1943 yearbook opened with a message from President Beu in
which he discussed the new war aurriculums at Western. Beu
explained the dual role Western had undertaken in cotinuing
the teacher educat ion program while at the same time offering
war programs in cooperation with the War Manpower Commission
and the United States Offie of Education. Dr. Beu's address
closed with a plea to those students finishing a two-year
program who were not urgently needed in war work or teaching
to continue with a four-year program to prepare them for
peacetime employment when they would be urgently needed.15

The approach taken by the 1943 Sequel staff was di-
rected towards binding the students of WISTC with the nation's

war effort. The continual reference to President Beu as

"Our General" and to various department heads and faculty

as olonels and captains was apparently an attempt by the
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staff to generate war awareness which would lead to a agrcater
contribution from the students at WISTC.

The 1943 Sequel did not, however, forget those ac-
tually given military titles in the World War II. A section
in the yearbook was devoted to those in service who were WISTC

students at some time after the country's declaration of

national emergency in 1940. It should be noted that in 1944

the Sequel's approach towards World War II was not as casual
as that of 1943 due to the increase in American casualties,
particularly those of former Western students.

The opening of the 1943-44 school year witnessed
WISTC's sharpest decline in enrollment. Only 419 students
matriculated in the year's three quarters. The summer term
was more productive, however, when 636 students registered

A total of 89 students gradu-
16

for the two six-week sessions.
ated from WISTC in the 1943-44 school year.
President Beu, in an effort to bolster enrollment,

attempted to meet the needs of the people in the Macomb area
with a series of courses offered in the late afternoon and
early evening. This special war program contained both cre-
dit and non-credit offerings. This list of offerings included
such courses as nutrition, health care, and first aid.17
WISTC's faculty, in the fall of 1943, also opened its flight
training course to local men and women in one-year curriculum.

This opportunity was of great value to men preparing to join

the Army or Navy Air Corps. This course, as was the regular
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college course, was taught by Professor Waync Wetzel and
flight instructor Harry L. Clugston.18

The faculty of WISTC continued to meet the demands of
war by broadening their available emergency war curricula.
All of the special war courses were being offered at the same
cost as the regular college courses. Students enrolling in
these courses would not lose any college credits after the
war as a result of having entered these courses. The new
curriculum varied from agricultural courses for increased food

production to chemical engineering for advances in war indus-

try and technology. These additions were also aimed at pre-

paring students for the post war period, offering a two-year
curriculum in physical therapy and pre-dentistry, to mention
just a few. Many local people capitalized on these new courses,
including high school students and the wives of those men sta-

. 9
tioned at Camp ElllS.l

The Courier remained active in the campus war effort
during the 1943-44 school year with a program promoting bond
and stamp drives and in keeping students aware of some of the
little things they might do to aid the country's war effort.
For example, in November of 1943, the Courier reminded the
students on campus of the amounts of food wasted daily, re-
sulting in increased hours of production and shortages, which
caused a decline in the nation's war productivity and morale.20

The Courier also continued to point out to WISTC's stu-

dents that 1t was no disgrace to be in college even though

there was work to be done elsewhere in the country's war ef-
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fort in the classroom in order to take advantagce of their

opportunity to become qualified teachers for the post-war

period.zl
The Courier also chastized the majority of the stu-
dents on campus in March of 1944, for not doing their part

in WISTC's war effort. The contribution of those on campus

should egual the effort of those who left Western to join
the armed services, stated the Courier. Students could be-

gin by contributing to the Courier's Red Cross Fund Drive.

The efforts of the Courier to contribute to war programs

were continuous and, apparently, quite effective. The cam-

pus weekly newspaper served in many cases as a catalyst for
the college's contribution to the nation's war effort.22

The Courier continued its efforts throughout the 1944-

1945 school year, a year in which the effects of the war were

glaringly apparent in the college's enrollment figures. Only

40 freshman men registered for classes out of a total of 175

students entering that fall. The enrollment for the entire

year did increase, however, from 490 in 1943-44 to 516 for

the 1944-45 school year. There were 27 graduate students in-

cluded in the latter figure.23

Once again, in the féll of 1944, the Courier pleaded
with those students on campus to avoid the tempting salaries
being offered in the various war industries and stay in
school because of the anticipated need for college graduates,
particularly certified teachers, after the conclusion of the

war. The period following the war would require teachers to
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be able to inform their studoents on the values of a peaceful
civilization, it was claimed, in order to insure against the
possibility of another world war, ¢4

Along with the work done by the Courier throughout the
duration of the war was the excellent record of WISTC's athle-
tic program which was able to maintain its activities despite
adverse conditions. Early in 1942 WISTC lost their football

coach and athletic director, Ray Hanson. Coach Hanson was
called once again to serve in the Marine Corps as he had been in
World War I. Hanson's assistant, Ralph Barclay, assumed the
duties of athletic director in his absence and Wix Garner took
over as head football coach. Coach Garner guickly felt the

hardships the athletic program was to suffer as a result of

the war. In September of 1942, he was pessimistic about his

team's chances for success due to his inability to have all
players present at a single practice session before the sea-
son opener. Many of his players were involved in war programs
in St. Louis, Missouri and Peoria, Illinois and this kept them
away from afternoon practice sessions. This, along with the
various injuries sustained by members of the football team,
compounded the problems for Coach Garner.25

Football was not Coach Garner's only problem during the
1942-43 school year. In the spring, Garner coached baseball
and found considerable difficulties in scheduling games for
his squad. He was only able to schedule eight ball games for

that season because many school discontinued their athletic

programs. In March of 1943, WISTC's athletic program was fur-



ther limited when twenty-four men who had participated in
athletics were called to active duty.26

The athletic program did continue, however, and the
following fall thirty men reported for the season's first foot-

ball practice. The quality of the program suffered though due

to the inexperience of young players and the absence of re-
turning lettermen. The only school not suffering these prob-
lems was Normal State Teachers College located in Normal, I11i-
nois. Normal State was using navy personnel stationed there
on its athletic teams to bolster its program. This policy
could have been instituted at WISTC, according to Coach Garner,

who at that time replaced navy-bound Ralph Barclay as the

athletic director. The men stationed at Camp Ellis would have
made an excellent contribution to WISTC's athletic program,
in his opinion. President Beu, however, would not allow the
Ellis GI's to participate in Western's athletic events. Beu
and Garner disagreed on this matter, but the President's view-
point prevailed.27

Coach Garner's football squad suffered a severe setback
in 1943 when only seventeen men reported for that season's
first practice session, the smallest turnout in WISTC's history.
This figure included only one returning letterman and six men
who lacked high school football experience.28 This low turn-
out prompted Coach Garner to use the Courier to reach all the
men on campus and explain to them that it was their duty to

report for football practice whether they were experienced or

not. The team needed men in order to hold scrimmages in pre-



paration for scheduled ball games and seventeen players was

not enough.29

Wartime attrition to the staff placed a heavy burden

on Coach Garner. In 1943-44 he was not only football coach

and athletic director, but also head baseball and baskethall

coach. Garner left WISTC in the fall of 1944 to continue his

studies in physical education. He was replaced by Robert

Barnwell.
Although the success of WISTC's athletic program was
limited during the war years, it did continue with the help of

men like Garner, Barclay, and Barnwell. 1In a year such as

1943 when there was a scarcity of men on campus it is remark-

able that the program was able to continue. The work of these

men did not go unnoticed. The Courier, in January of 1945,

praised the work of all WISTC's coaches who were responsible
for keeping the athletic program functioning despite the
various shortages in manpower and equipment caused by war.
Coach Hanson, who returned to WISTC after the war, thought
highly of his colleagues during his absence, particularly

Coaches Barclay and Garner for their efforts at continuing

the program despite the hardships they endured.30

While the record of WISTC's men in the athletic program

was excellent, the women students of WISTC also contributed

to the war programs on campus and were responsible for keeping
many campus activities functioning throughout the duration.
Due to the absence of men on campus the women of WISTC

assumed the responsibility of managing and editing the Western
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Courier. By May of 1943, WISTC's womcn occupied nine of the

top eleven positions on the Courier staff and in May of 1944,

occupied all these positions except that of sports editor. In

the spring of 1944, Marie Thompson became editor in chief and

Jean Chambliss worked with her as assistant editor.31

The work done by WISTC's sororities in organizing war

stamp and bond drives should also be noted. These drives,

along with the work done by women in nursing and first aid

courses, provided additional proof of their willingness to

become involved in Western's war effort. These courses were

offered after regular class hours. The high enrollment figures

in them demonstrates the attitude of Western's women in regard

to the war. They were also aware of the seriousness of the

war and the need for them to do whatever they could in WISTC's

and the nation's war effort.32

The contribution made by the students and faculty of

WISTC to the nation's war effort was remarkable. The work done

by the WISTC community touched up several aspects of the nation's

effort. The faculty at Western did an excellent job providing

the students and the citizens of Macomb with a selection of

classes that enabled them to prepare for their personal con-
tributions to the country's war effort.
The athletic department also worked diligently in order

to keep their programs alive while also preparing the men on

campus for induction into the armed services with a rigorous

physical education program.
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The students of WISTC did indeed fecl the burden of
World War II but were able to overcome the rationing, short-
ages, and tensions of the war in order to continue their
education or preparation for war in the best possible fashion.
The faculty assisted the students in keeping their educational
objectives in proper perspective regarding the war, for both
were of equal importance to the WISTC community.

The WISTC students and faculty also overcame many hard-
ships in order to keep its educational and extra-curricular
programs alive while simultaneously operating a solid war
program, one which involved all members of WISTC in a remark-

able response to the country's needs and demands during the

Second World War.
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Chapter IV

The Tension of War--A Case Study

Although the campus of WISTC was without any major
difficulties, it was not without controversy during World

War II. The source of this controversy was the placement

of two Japanese-American students at Western. The students

and faculty of WISTC each responded to this controversy in
the manner in which each believed was the best for WISTC.

This problem was not restricted to the campus of
WISTC, whose problem was very minor in comparison to the prob-
lem concerning Japanese-Americans throughout the Western states.
In 1942, as a result of the catastrophe at Pearl Harbor and
the additional fear of further Japanese attacks and sabotage,
Japanese-Americans were stripped of many of their rights and
freedoms that they had previously enjoyed in the United States.
The basic factor which caused Japanese-Americans these hard-
ships was the decision to treat Japanese aliens differently
than German and Italian aliens.

German and Italian-Americans were numerous, politically
influential, and widely dispersed throughout the country making
it unwise for the Roosevelt administration to take action

against them. The Japanese-Americans, however, were particu-
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larly vulncrable. They formed a rclatively small agroup, worc
concentrated primarily on the west coast and could be easily
singled out by their physical features and color. Moreover,
they lacked political power because the foreign-born Japanese
(Isei), who had migrated to the United States before 192/,

were barred from citizenship and most of their children, al-

though born in the United States and therefore citizens (Nisei),

were too young to vote.l

In view of these facts it became the opinion of such
men as General John DeWitt, head of the Western Defense Com-
mand, and Earl Warren, Attorney General of California, that
racial bonds were more important than nationality. These men
playved key roles in the decision to assume that Japanese-
Americans were not necessarily loyal to the United States.

Secretary of War Stimson, along with those mentioned
above, combined with the pressure added by various groups
on the west coast, prompted Roosevelt and the War Department
to move not only for evacuation of Japanese-Americans from key
areas but also for relocation in restricted internment camps.
The internment resulted from the adverse reaction received
from various states throughout the country who rejected the
migration of people too dangerous to remain in San Francisco
or Los Angeles. People from Denver, Colorado to Laramie,
Wyoming obijected strongly against serving as a dumping ground
for enemy aliens.

These events led to the formation of the War Relocation

Authority (WRA) under the direction of Milton Eisenhower. The
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WRkA by June of 1942,
two-thirds of them American citizens, or Nisel. These evacuees,

both Isei and Nisel, were forced to sacrifice their homes and

businesses and were herded into relocation centers hastily

constructed in barren, desolate spots.3

The WRA took the responsibility of erecting the camps

which were located 1in seven states throughout the West. Each of

the camps was equipped to house 10,000 to 12,000 Japanese-

Americans. By September of 1942, these camps were filled with

the Japanese-American evacuees. These camps did not provide

the most comfortable living conditions. The wooden barracks

located in these camps lacked personal privacy and provided

for a communal type of living.

In 1943, the WRA instituted a program which granted

permanent leave to many of the Nisei located in relocation

camps. In order to gain his freedom the Nisei had to prove

to the WRA that he had employment or schooling arranged away

from the west coast. He was also responsible for locating a

community in which he would find acceptance and to demonstrate

this point to the WRA. The Nisei was also requested to notify

the WRA of any change in his address. The WRA, in 1943, 1is-~

sued 17,000 of these releases to Nisei members of Western

relocation camps.5

One of these Nisei, Isamu Miyamoto, enrolled at Western

Illinois State Teachers College in Macomb, Illinois. Arriving

in October of 1943, Miyamoto, a student of agriculture, had

been released two weeks earlier from the Colorado River War
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Relocation Camp where he had been interned.

sister remained interned at the Colorado camp.6

Miyamoto was sent to WISTC by the Japanese-American

Student Relocation Council in Philadelphia. He was not ac-

cepted at Western, however, until he was cleared by the Federal

Bureau of Investigation. His parents were born in Japan but he

was born in this country and attended California and Arizona

high schools. Miyamoto joined another Japanese-American at

WISTC by the name of Kayo Kamitaki. Kamitaki was born in

Hawaii of Japanese parents. Before coming to Western he at-

tended North Texas State Teachers College and was a junior

in 19437

Kamitaki's arrival at WISTC came after problems arose in

the community of Denton, Texas where citizens guestioned his

presence at North Texas State and why he was not in the ser-

vice. Dean Harris of North Texas State received many com-

plaints despite the fact that Kamitaki was classified 1-A by

the selective service. He was not in the service at that

time because United States Armed Forces were not yet using

Nisei, except for those already in the service previous to

the outbreak of the war.8

The reaction from the students of North Texas State
was positive unlike the community of Denton which forced Dean
Harris to contact Dean Ter Keurst of WISTC about Kamitaki's
transfer. Dean Ter Keurst was responsible for opening the

doors of WISTC to Kamitaki despite the unsure feelings he had

concerning community acceptance of a Japanese~American in Macomb.?
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There wore problems awaliting Kayo in the Macomb commu-

The first indication came from Macomb Dailyv Journal

nity.

editor Louis Randolph on October 7, 1943. Randolph was en-

raged by the decision of the War Relocation Authority and the

Student Relocation Council to place two Japanese-Americans in

the Macomb community. It was his belief that Macomb was al-

ready overcrowded with thousands of soldiers who visited Ma-

comb regularly. These GI's could not be expected to have warm

and cordial feelings towards two Japanese students. He belived

it was unjust to ask these GI's to accept Kamitaki and Miya-

moto who were preparing for careers while they prepared for

war at nearby Camp El1lis.10

Randolph believed that it was not too much to ask these

students and the Student Relocation Council to postpone their

education or to reassign them elsewhere until after the war's

conclusion. In his opinion friction was inevitable in the
it should be avoided by re-

moving Kamitaki and Miyamoto from WISTC.ll

Macomb community. If possible,

Editor Randolph revealed his attitude toward Japanese-
Americans, both Isei and Nisei, in an editorial which appeared

in the Macomb Daily Journal almost a year earlier in October

of 1942. 1In this piece Randolph praised the administration

of the University of Arizona for refusing extension courses,

library books, and faculty lectures to Japanese-Americans in

Arizona's relocation center. These services had been requested

by the War Relocation Boards.
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Randolph bzlieved that American generosity customary

in peacetime be withdrawn during the war when dealing with

the Japanese~Americans in the internment camps. He pointed

out that the Japanese were being treated well and housed and
fed by the United States government, despite the fact that
the country was involved in total war with their nation. Ran-

dolph believed the War Relocation Board's request was ridicu-

lous in view of these facts.12

Strangely, there is a lack of further evidence of com-

munity resentment towards Miyamoto and Kamitaki. Many resi-

dents of Macomb at that time have little or no recollection

of the presence of these two Japanese students. (All those

persons interviewed by the author did not recall any serious

problems). This was not the case, however, with the students

and faculty at WISTC and the soldiers at Camp Ellis, where

problems did occur.

President Beu began to receive complaints from alumni

concerning the presence of Kamitaki and Miyamoto at WISTC in

November, 1943. One example was a letter from Jeanette E.

Utley, a former WISTC student and Illinois teacher for some

thirty years. Miss Utley vehemently objected to the place-

ment of the two Japanese-Americans at WISTC and pleaded with

President Beu to remove them and save her further embarrass-

ment in her home town of Tucson, Arizona. Utley found her

information in the Macomb Daily Journal, but requested addi-

tional information about the placement and possible removal

of Kamitaki and Miyamoto from President Beu.l3
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tvidently President Beu considercd Miss Utley's opinion

valuable enough to warrant a response because he answered her
letter, providing her with the information she reqguested.

President Beu reported that the federal government, not WISTC,

placed the two Japanese students in Macomb. Beu explaincd

that Kamitaki and Miyamoto were not thought of as Japanese
natives but as natives of Hawaii and California, their respec-

tive birthplaces. He also reported to Miss Utley that he dis-

couraged them from coming to Western and was working for their

transfer after the fall quarter which ended on November 26,

1943. He closed by saying he would write her again at the
end of the quarter to keep her informed of the situation.l4

Near the close of the fall guarter, on November 23, 1943,

there was a meeting held to discuss the possible transfer of
Kamitaki and Miyamoto from WISTC. This meeting was attended

by President Beu, Dean Ter Keurst, Kayo Kamitaki, and members

of the Sigma Tau Gamma fraternity, Tom Ryan, Duane Anderson
15

and Paul Ketner. Kayo did not belong to this organization.

During this meeting the group discussed the problems

concerning Kayo's presence in Macomb and possible solutions.

President Beu mentioned the threats of violence directed

towards Kayo as one of these problems along with the fact that

if he played baseball interscholastically for Western many

schools would not compete against them. Beu also stated at

that time that he believed a transfer was in Kayo's best
interest and that he thought it was a mistake for the frater-

nity to further embarrass Kayo with any additional publicity

by urging that he remain at Western.
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Apparently 1t was publicity that originally pui Hayo
in jeopardy because President Beu and the faculty at Western
agreed to consider Kayo's family as being of Hawaiian instead

of Japanese descent. A faculty leak, however, exposed his

real ancestry. This news, alono with the presence of th:

soldiers from Camp Ellis, combined to cause many problems for

Kayo. It was no longer possible to find housing in Macomb

for either Kamitaki or Miyamoto after this leak.
These anti-Japanese sentiments were not, however, to be
found among the majority of the students at WISTC, in contrast

to President Beu's opinion. The members of the Sigma Tau Gamma

pleaded Kayo's case without his asking for their assistance.
This demonstrates that a portion of Western's students were
in favor of Kayo remaining in school despite the opinion of

the Macomb Daily Journal and the soldiers at Camp Ellis.

As the meeting progressed it became obvious that Presi-~
dent Beu, inspite of his statement that the decision was up

to Kayo and the fraternity, wished Kamitaki and Miyamoto to

transfer in order to avoid further difficulties. He suggested

that Kayo could be transferred without any adverse publicity

by using his major as a pre-medical student to cover up the

actual reason for his leaving Western. WISTC did not offer

certain courses in that curriculum and he could be said to

have transferred to another institution to obtain these addi-

tional courses.
Beu continually stressed the importance of keeping the

entire matter quiet to avoid further difficulties. He com-



pared the situation to the problems that arose in 1942 ro-

garding a black student who wished to become a member of Wes-

tern's English society and the fact that his activities and

freedoms became more limited as publicity increased.

During this conference it was also mentioned that blacks
were not allowed to enter Macomb's hotels and that the one
black on campus who was an athlete posed problems for the

athletic department when teams traveled to other schools.

Apparently the prejudice directed toward Kamitaki and Miyamoto

was even more intense because of the country's war with Japan.
Although President Beu made it clear that Kayo and Sam

were not being dismissed from Western, the pressure for their

transfer was obvious on his part. Paul Ketner, a member of

the Sigma Tau Gamma fraternity present at the meeting and also

a veteran of the war in the Pacific, perceived President Beu's

desire for immediate transfer was the predominant factor

governing the meeting.16 He was of the opinion that Beu was

taking the easy way out, but he was also aware that racial

problems were real. They did exist at Western and other Illi-
. . . : . 17
nois universities, especially at Southern Illinois University.

Tn Ketner's view most students at WISTC had feelings of astonish-

ment and not hatred towards Kamitaki and Miyamoto. According

to him, Western's student body accepted the polite and well-

mannered Kamitaki. He does, however, recall incidents on cam-

pus when Kayo was threatened and occasions when physical vio-

lence occurred between Kayo and Camp Ellis soldiers in which

members of the male student body would assist Kayo, who was



usunlly out-numbercd. Ketner believed these woere usually

limited service GI's, soldiers with a physical handicap which

kept them from combat duty, who were out to prove a point and

impress the civilians and students in Macomb.18 Overall, Ket-

ner concluded that Kavo was treated unfairly by an administra-

tion and President who did not want to experience any unpleas-

antness on his behalf.19

Kamitaki and Miyamoto did transfer from WISTC after the

fall quarter of 1943 in early December. Miyamoto was reported

to have transferred to Brigham Young University in Utah al-
though there is no record of his ever attending that institu-

tion.20 Kamitaki left WISTC and moved to Chicago where he was

employed by the Edgewater Beach Hotel as a busboy. He later

attended Northern Illinois University through the winter quar-

ter of 1944-45. In 1945 he entered the United States Army as

In 1950 he returned to Northern and

an interpreter in Japan.
21

finished his degree with the help of the "GI Bill".

There were several reasons for the transfer of Isamu

Miyamoto and Kayo Kamitaki from WISTC. The fear of and hosti-

lity toward persons of Japanese descent in America after the
attack of Pearl Harbor is the most obvious of these reasons.

The pressure placed on President Beu by alumni can be seen in

his correspondence with Jeanette Utley. Beu did contact Miss

Utley after the two students left Western informing her of

. 22 :
where Miyamoto and Kamitaki were to be transferred. Miss

Utley in turn wrote back to President Beu expressing her



happiness concerning the transfer and informing hiv that
could once more be proud of Western Illinois State Tecachers

College.23

The close proximity of the army training center, Camp

o

Ellis, also increased tension and added pressure on WISTC's

administration to remedy the situation. The encounters with

soldiers that Kamitaki faced could not have been beneficial

for any of the parties involved. For Kayo these skirmishes

must have been very unpleasant. These scenes were alsc em-

barrassing for WISTC and only added to the problem while com-
plicating the relationship between the college and Camp Ellis.

The influence exerted upon the community by the Macomb

Daily Journal and its editor Louis Randolph cannot be disre-

garded. The fact that the Journal informed the citizens of

Macomb of the presence of the Japanese-American students,
coupled with Randolph's hostile editorial against them, did

not help calm the situation. Indeed, it served to incite the
community and the soldiers at Camp Ellis against Kamitaki and

were willing

Miyamoto. No one, except perhaps fellow students,

to extend to the two Japanese students the rights guaranteed

American citizens, to which they were entitled. These develop-

ments demonstrate that the wartime bias against Japanese-

Americans was not restricted to the Western portion of the

country where support for relocation and anti-Japanese preju-

dice was most obvious. People in the Midwest held the same

prejudices as persons on the west coast, despite the lack of

any major threat to its citizens Or industry. The anti-Japanese
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scntiments were intense among certairn foctions of the Macomb
community, highlighted by the dominant anti-Japanese feelings
at Camp Ellis which served to intensify existing bias and

prejudice such as that expressed by editor Louis Randolpl.



Chapter V

The War Ends

I

The students and faculty at WISTC began to antici-

pate V-E Day as early as October 20, 1944, though the plans

made were cautious and with serious undertones. The WISTC

community did not believe in riotous celebrations because
of the suffering and hardship resulting from the war. For
this reason it was decided that the celebration would be

dedicated to those soldiers who suffered for the victory won

by the United States.l

By February of 1945, when Germany's collapse seemed
assured, WISTC's War Council began to consider the type of
program desired for the students of WISTC to celebrate the

victory. The Council consulted Dr. Beu regarding WISTC's

involvement in the city of Macomb's celebration. Beu res-

ponded to Dr. Arthur Tillman, Chairman of the War Council,

in a cooperative fashion. President Beu believed the pro-

gram should be one of celebration but also of serious contem-
plation because the battle with Japan continued. Beu did

agree, however, that WISTC's students should be dismissed

68
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from classes if the celebraticn was planned for a regularly

scheduled class day. He also stated that he believed Dr.
Tillman should preside over any ceremony conducted on campus
because of Tillman's work with the Council.?

President Beu did not take an active part, then, in

the city’'s program but instead planned an on-campus activity

for the following day.

It was at this time that plans were formulated for the
construction of a memorial honoring those WISTC students killed

in action. The walnut plaque designed for the commemoration

was to provide space for one hundred names with costs expected

to be around $200.3 This program was originally initiated by

the Western Courier, whose staff began to publish a section in

the paper entitled, "Gold Stars on Service Flag," in December

of 1944. This section acknowledged and honored those students

who lost their lives serving their country.4

The allied victory in Europe on May 8 then brought a
guiet celebration to the WISTC community. The students and
faculty at Western were relieved about the defeat of the Ger-

man forces in Europe but they were still aware of the struggle

that continued with the Japanese forces in the Pacific. It

was because of this that President Beu reminded students that

rationing and other restrictions would continue until the de-

feat of Japan made victory complete.5

The Courier staff also took the V-E day celebration as

an opportunity to remind students that the struggle with Japan

was far from over and for this reason they should continue



their war work and purchasing of war bonds and stamps with

continued fervor.6 The Courier also reported that WISTC had

been selected to be one of the United States Veteran Adminis-
trations Regional Offices. The objectives of this offic: were

to advise and counsel returning veterans on the GI Bill, career

objectives, and future employment.7

Interestingly, veterans already on campus believed some

type of compulsory military training was necessary to insure

future world peace. The most explicit viewpoint came from

faculty member, Lieutenant Colonel M. N. Thisted, who believed

that after final peace had been achieved a revised version of
the National Defense Act would insure protection from future

aggression and maintain world peace.

The students at WISTC agreed with Lieutenant Colonel
Thisted regarding compulsory military training and the bene-
fits it would provide the country in the future.9 It is evi-
dent, then, that despite the hardships brought on by World War
IT and the conscription that was necessary to fill and maintain
the nation's armed forces, students and faculty who sacrificed
during the war were also willing to sacrifice during peacetime.
It is apparent, then, that a majority of the isolationist senti-
ments that prevailed before the outbreak of World War IT had

disappeared. This isolationism was replaced by a determination

to prevent future war no matter what the expense.

The victory in Europe brought refreshing expansion to
WISTC. The opening of the 1945-46 school year witnessed an

increase in both freshman and overall enrollment. The fresh-
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man class contained 200 students as compared to 138 students
for the 1944-45 school year.lo Also, for the first time in
three years the enrollment at WISTC was over 500 students.
According to President Beu, 518 students enrolled for fall
classes, an eleven percent increase over the previous year.

In January of 1946, the administration at Western ob-
tained three barracks buildings from Camp Custer in Michigan
to aid the housing shortages caused by the increased enroll-
ment and returning veterans. This housing shortage was par-
tially a result of the economic boom brought on by the cons-
truction of Camp Ellis. Many families who had been renting
apartments and spare rooms during the Camp Ellis years no lon-
ger needed the additional income after the war.12

As a partial solution to the problem WISTC was granted
twenty-five housing units for student war veterans by the
Federal Public Housing Authority. President Beu applied for
fifty units, but was granted only twenty-five by the housing
authority.13

There were also other adjustments necessary upon the
arrival of the World War II veterans. They had problems when
they returned to civilian and campus life. The soldiers making
the transition to student life were accustomed to a very hardy
and rigorous existence while serving their country. The ad-
justment to an academic atmosphere caused some discipline
problems, dealing primarily with matters of insubordination,

for the administration and faculty. These problems were not

overwhelming, and were usually dealt with on an individual
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basis. The veterans were abls to adjust, but the transition
took time and patience from the faculty and administrabion.l4

Despite the housing shortages and discipline problems,
WISTC was on the road to a new period of expansion. In the
fall of 1946, WISTC set an all time mark for enrollment when
1,189 students registered for classes, more than doubling en-
rollment figures from the previous year. This number included
500 veterans which resulted in a 60-40 ratio of men over women
students.15 The return of these World War II veterans and the
60-40 ratio accounted for one of the largest turnouts ever re-
corded in Western's football program to that date. Eighty
candidates reported for the first football practice under head
coach, Wix Garner and Ray Hanson, athletic director, also a
returning World War II veteran, a distinct contrast from the
situation facing Coach Garner in 1943 when only 17 men reported
for practice, six of whom had no previous experience.l6

The students and faculty of WISTC withstood the pres-
sures and hardships of war while at the same time contributing
an excellent academic program to the nation's war effort. This
work enabled WISTC to continue to grow and set the stage for a
period of rapid expansion after the war's conclusion.

Meanwhile at Camp Ellis, news of the D-Day invasion
buzzed in every corner of the camp. A tense excitement pre-
vailed as the soldiers stationed at Ellis expressed their
thoughts about those GI's actually taking part in the invasion

at Normandy. Many of the Ellis GI's wished they too could

take part in the most important allied assault of the entire
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war. Services waore held throughout the camp to pray for both
safety and victory during the invasion.t”

Camp activities, however, continued as usual on D-Day
and throughout the military advance that eventually brought
victory in Europe. It was not until the Japanese had accepted

the terms of the ultimatum from Potsdam, after the destruction

at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, that plans were made for a celebra-

tion at the camp.

The officials at Camp Ellis planned the celebration
around the formal surrender of Japan which took place on Septem-
ber 2. The celebration was a diverse one with church services
and beer parties on the Wednesday and Thursday that were planned

as leisure days for the festivities. The activities also in-

cluded shows, concerts, dances, and ball games.18

There were few troops left to celebrate, however. Camp

Ellis began deactivation as early as September of 1943 when
the basic training section was terminated. Subsequently, the

quartermaster group closed in December of 1944, and by January

of 1945, the medical and emergency groups were evacuated. The

camp was at that time then barren except for the fire depart-

ment and maintenance crews.19

The camp was used sparingly from that point on until
in 1948 when the Illinois National Guard used a portion of the

camp for summer training. Following the removal of the National

Guard troops the camp was primarily used as a supply depot under

the direction of General Ernest Bauman, Administrative Officer.2O
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The camp was subseguently declarced surplus property in
1949 and that October much of the supplies and egquipment were
moved to the Lincoln Ordinance Depot in Springfield, Illinois.
Also, at this time, bids were accepted on the buildings and
were sent to the Army Finance Office in Washington. Gencral
Bauman left the camp the same year.21

Two years later in April of 1851, the government an-
nounced that the land was to be cleared and leased back to
farmers for agricultural purposes on a temporary basis. This
meant that all buildings, including the air strip, were to be
removed.

Then in 1955, for a brief period, it looked as if the
boom that camp construction brought in 1942 would return when
it was announced that the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) would
build a $29,000,000 plant at the camp's location. But the
following year the AEC changed its mind, erasing any hopes of
another economic and social boom in the area.??

Following the disappointment of the AEC's cancellation
the area farmers were given the opportunity to buy back the
land they had lost in 1942 at government appraised prices.
Approximately 11,000 acres were returned to private ownership,
however, the approved prices in many instances were far greater
than the original selling price. For example, one farm that
sold for $39,000 when construction began was appraised at
$69,000 and subsequently sold for $89,000 at an auction in
January of 1955. The auction of approximately 7,000 acres

brought over a million dollars.?3
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mitor the land had been scld back to private ownership
for agricultural purposes, the town of Bernadotte as well as
the Table-Grove and Ipava area returned to a guiet, rural at-
mosphere. In fact, the activities in Bernadotte came to a
near standstill, for the excitement and boom years Camp Ellis

brought were gone, leaving behind only memories and the few

relics which can still be seen today.
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The Second World War had variocus effects on the Macomb
community. The war shook the community out of its sleepy
provinciality. It was no longer possible for the citizens
of Macomb to ignore the events of the war following the Ja-
panese attack upon Pearl Harbor. The subsequent placement
of Camp Ellis continually reminded the people of Macomb that
there was a war being waged and they were a part of that war.

Macomb, as well as other communities in the Camp Ellis
area, felt the strains of additions to their populations.
While Ipava and Table-Grove populations doubled, Macomb in-
creased by only half the expected 8,000 anticipated increase
in population during the Camp Ellis era. Nevertheless, during
the Camp Ellis years the community was at its capacity with
new members.24

Socially the changes in Macomb were immense. The com-
munity was alive with Ellis GI's who came to Macomb for enter-
tainment and companionship at Barney Maticka's USO facilities.
The Ellis GI's were graciously accepted into the community by
individuals and organizations alike. The soldiers from Ellis
were taken in by the people of Macomb for friendship and a

good home-cooked meal. The city's churches also opened their
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doors to extend comfort and relaxation to these GI's.2° Ma-
comb adapted to the imposition of the nearby camp, possibly
because of a natural inclination towards hospitality, but as-
suredly too from patriotic motives. Apparently some of these
soldiers, such as Wilbur Hoff who was interviewed for this pro-
ject, took a liking to the community because they married and
made Macomb their home in the post war years.

Economically, the community prospered with nearly every
local merchant working at his personal capacity. In 1940,
there were 165 retail outlets in Macomb with a total of
$4,885,000 in sales. By 1948, there was an increase of two
outlets with a total of $16,688,000 in sales. This increase
can be attributed to the placement of Camp Ellis and the post
war expansion at WISTC. The WISTC community was indeed ex-
panding academically, athletically, and socially. Enrollment
at WISTC was continuing to expand during the post war years.
The 1947-48 school year had 1,456 students enrolled, 1948-49
contained 1,504 and 1949-50 registered 1,562. This growth
enabled the Macomb community to continue to prosper by compen-—
sating for the loss of the economic and social stimuli brought
by Camp Ellis.

The Table-Grove and Ipava communities returned to a
normal state of affairs after the evacuation of Camp Ellis.
In many instances the land purchased by the government was

sold back to original owners and all land was returned to
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private ownership. The boom that existed in theo aros was
short-lived and disappeared along with Camp Ellis. Table-
Grove and Ipava returned once again to a quiet atmosphere
which characterized the towns before the war.

In summary, the Macomb community's war record was
excellent. The citizens of Macomb came out of their isola-
tionist shell and responded with a superior war effort. The
people of Macomb accepted and assisted in the work being per-
formed at Camp Ellis. They worked hard to make their city
comfortable for the soldiers at Ellis. The relationships es-
tablished between the two was indeed both friendly, workable,
and evidently uneffected by occasional law breaking by mili-
tary personnel. The community also acted expeditiously to
form its chapter of the Civilian Defense Corp with the help
of men like Louis Randolph to provide air raid protection
and bomb reconnaissance, as well as more pertinent information
on conservation and nutrition. Opponents of intervention,
then, quickly accepted their patriotic duties.

The community also withstood the migration of several
new families and members to its population during the transi-
tion period. Unlike the town of Seneca, Illinois, where
shipyards brought the largest influx of new members in the
state, causing housing shortages within a 50-mile radius,
the Macomb community was able to cope with the lack of living
accommodations in a manner that provided prosperity for many

citizens. 1In several instances individuals were able to rent



79

rooms and apartments that were vacant before the placemont
of Camp Ellis, compensating possibly for the wartime decline
in WISTC's enrollment.2®

The only blemish on the record of the community was
the insensitive treatment of Kayo Kamitaki and Isamur Miya-
moto. This problem was caused by a small minority of Macomb's
citizens and Ellis GI's.?’ The episode demonstrates, however,
that racial prejudice and antagonism, even if United States
citizens, was not isolated to the West coast. This 1s es-
pecially apparent when one notes the contrasting friendly
treatment given German POW's in the community. Overall, the
people of Macomb contributed willingly and cheerfully to the
nation's war effort, in a manner which compared favorably
with the rest of the state and the entire country.

The record of the students and faculty at WISTC during
World War II was equally remarkable. The WISTC community
contributed to the nation's effort in many areas. The aca-
demic programs initiated by Western's administration and
faculty were specifically designed to aid the war effort.
The wartime curriculum offered at Western touched upon several
of the nation's key war industries and military programs.
Despite the emphasis on these war programs and curricula, the
administration and faculty never lost sight of their educa-
tional objectives. They constantly reassured those students
who remained in school that they too were aiding the nation's
war effort by preparing themselves to fill the need for gquali-

fied teachers in the post war period.
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The sororities and fraternities at WISTC did their
part by initiating and subsequently supporting War Bond and

Stamp Drives as well as WISTC's Red Cross Fund Drive. The

campus newspaper, the Western Courier, served as WISTC's cata-
lyst throughout the war years continually prompting students
to do their share by matching the effort of those former stu-
dents in military service.

WISTC's community was also fortunate to be able to keep
many of their extra-curricular activities in action throughout
the duration. The athletic program, with the help of men like
Ralph Barclay and Wix Garner, kept interest in athletics alive,
which in itself should be considered an achievement. The stu-
dents at WISTC continued to enjoy many social activities des-
pite the hardships of war while at the same time placing their
priorities in proper relationship with the nation's war effort.

The students and faculty at WISTC, as well as the citi-
zens of Macomb, can be said to have responded patriotically to
the emergency of the war despite evident opposition to inter-
vention. They also gracefully accepted the strains on the com-
munity brought about by the placement of Camp Ellis. When the
war ended conditions soon returned to normal in the smaller
communities of Table-Grove and Ipava. Meanwhile, Macomb and
WISTC continued to be affected indirectly as veterans who had
delayed or interrupted their educations returned to bring con-

tinued growth and prosperity to the campus and college commu-

nity.
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The only visible remnants of the era are the concrete
rifle range, solitary chimneys, water towers, and a couple

of block buildings used to store grain east of Table-Grove

where thousands of GI's and POW's were once based.
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Ralph Ashcraft - Macomb merchant {owner of Ashcraft Shoe

o .7 e —. - B I
Repair), West Jackscon Street, Macormb,

A [

Illinois.

What was the general atmosphere in Macomb during the World
War TI veriod?

It was one of hustle-bustle - a veryv busy time
soldiers from Camp Ellis broucht heavy busi s t
to many merchants in Macomb,

Were the soldiers from Camp Ellis accepted by the people for
other than economic reasons?

Yes, I believe they were. The people were a
at first, but 1t didn't take them long to get over

How was your business during the period?

I had to stop it for a while, the doctors ordered it. I
got run down.

I did a tremendous business during that time. In fact,
ju

s7?

what were some of the problems with Camp Bllis and its soldier

The black group from Camp Ellis had problems here.
"hey more or less staved away from Macomb., They took most of
their business and looked for their entertainment in Peoria,

a larger city with more blacks.

How did the University and the City of Macomb get along?

Very well. There were never any problems, but there
was more resentment than talk about men of draftable age bei

in school.
Do you remember two Japanese students, Kayo Kamitaki and Isamu
Miyamoto who attended Western State?
T have very little recollection concerning that. No,
T just don't recall hearing about those two.
How did the townspeople react to having German POW's in such
a close proximity to the city?

There was resentment from people wi
killed in the war. They didn't like seei
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being treated like cuests. Other than that there was no
strong reaction.

what was the general attitude towards Camp Ellis?

When the announcement of the Camp was first publicized
the people were very apprehensive and skeptical but once cons-
truction was under way the attitude changed. The Chamber of
Commerce, the churches, evervone accepted the Camp and wished
to do *belr part in the war effort. The Camp did cause acute
housing shortages in Macomb, dus to the wives of servicemen
who required housing. There wasn't any open bed to be found.

The people of Macomb really accepted the soldiers and
the USO services were some of the best in the area. 1In fact,
I believe they stayed open 24 hours a day, providing enter-
tainment and so on.

Jere there other shortages in Macomb?

Well, shortacges and rationing were a wav of life but
acute shortaaes were more talk than hardships. Sugar was
always to be had and people were more concerned about cashing
in their ration coupons before thesy expired, than worrying

about actual shortaces.

o



Carroll Brown - Civilian construction worker - Camp Ellis,

=

Did Camp Ellis provide a sense of security in Table Srove?

No, not really. After all, it was a little, siecepy
town. To have all those construction workers ddc sclﬁlers
come just upset thelir little world. They didn't resent 1it,

the money was good

What about German POW's here?

I never heard anyone express anything acainst that.
They weren't German POW's, they were Austrians. A lot of
these POW's were rented out. In fact, a friend of ours built
a barbershop and hired some of the POW'

In your small town, were there people who had sons in active
duty who objected to these POW's enjoyinc an easy life while
their sons were overseas?

Not that I ever heard about. Table Grove accepted it
well. In fact, many of the people in the area had soldiers
to their home for Sunday dinners and rented out their extra
room for soldier's wives.

How about problems with the soldiers coming in on Saturday
night for a good time?

There wasn't any nlace in Table Grove. They came to
Macomb. On Fridays, there were lines of soldiers trying to
get rides to Macomb because there was no bus service. Later,
there was bus service but it wasn't enough.

While you were at Camp Ellis, did vou have much interplay with
soldiers?

We entertained guite often; we took soldiers in. 2bout
everyone in Table Grove did the same.
What was the attitude of the soldiers about being in this area?
They didn't like it. It was small and lacked certain
facilities.

r mention any*hlng to you about two Javanes
to school in Macomb?

No, I never heard anything about that.
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You never read about it in Table Grove?

No.

Did you spend much time in Macomb at all?

No, only to see the doctor.

T understand this was, howvever, a prosperous time in Macomb.

Yes, 1t was. They had some wild places in Maco
was a bigger city and most of the soldiers were used t
ger places.

What was the main function of Camp Ellis?

Well, it was a training camp, but a lot of it was 1li-
mited service. Many were illiterate. Some of them had physi-
cal disabilities. Also, some used only one hand or a game
leg. They were draftees.

Tell me more about the PNW'sg.,

Well, they seemed delighted to be there and were English
speaking. They were pleased to be out here and away from the
service. Quite often, I would go over there to repair the
refrigerator. Of course, they always sent two fellows. We
never went over there alone. We would get in a conversation
with them and they were nice fellows to talk to. They enjoved
talking to us.

Your Jjob as surveyor--what did that entail?
When I started in, I was the 21st civilian to go to
4

work. We surveyed the complete areca, all the elevation
one end to the other.

b
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What about the refrigeration units? Did you heln put these in?

No, that was put in by contractors. After it was built,
the surveying was done and I switched over to the refriceration
department for service.

How about when the Camp was being dismantled? What was your
function then? Did you stay?

Yes, I stayed there until I don't think the
soldiers left. I was the last man to leave the re



How serious was rationing in your area?

We never suffered. You just had to learn to do withou
We never went hungry. You had to learn to nmake do.

Were gasoline and tires a problem?

No, not for me because I carrie

£
rive

ed four or workers
with me to help payv for gas and I alwayvs had enough.

Did you ever have any close contacts with the
No,

Canp's brass?
civilian workers didn't have much
brass.

to do with the

I understand there was a Negro platoon at Ellis.

Yes, there was. That was kind of unusual for Table
Grove. Table Grove didn't know what Negroes were, and at
times, they did have trouble with them. That is, the whites
resented having them there.
Were there any major incidents?
Not that I heard of.
they did

Just small incidents.
take mest of their business

I

imagine
to Peoria.

There was a POW who escaped and turned himself
Chicago years later.

in at

Were the people of Table Grove apprehensive at first?
Yes, but later they took the soldiers to their hearts,
providing USO activities in Table Grove to make the boys at
home. It was open all the time.

You moved

to Macomb in 1946.
time?

What was the situation at that
Was it still an active, bustling period?

Not really after the camp had been disbanded. A year
later they were going to put an atomic plant there. Ivery-
body was up in arms about that, having an atomic plant that
close to home.

Was public opinion responsible for dropping thi
No, I
idea. P2

£

15 plan?

don't think I ever heard why they dropped t!
lack of power was partially responsible.

he

i



The town of Bernadotte was a resort type town. Only

30-40 people lived there. Summers or weehends were full of
people swimming and fishing.

n
the people couldn't believe it. Why Table Grove? Table Grove
was put on the map.

Ipava was farther from Camp Eliis. It was 2-3 milas

cast.

Was there a housing shortage in Table Grove?

Oh yes. Evervbody had their houseg full. Most of the
people treated the boys like they were their own. They took
them in if they had any room at all. (The Browns took in
soldiers and their wives throughout the period. Only Sergeant

rating or higher lived off base).
Most of the pecple they took in were not used to the

life in Table Grove--outdoor bathrooms, potbelly stoves, anc
wash tub baths, etc.

This must have been an interesting period.

Yes, it was, to see something like the camp ¢o up and
come down so guickly.

D

How long was it there?

About four years. I was there four years. Construction
started in August of 1942, and they started to bring in troops
in February or March of 1943. There weren't any roads Or
sidewalks, just mud. That's why it was called Swamp Ellis.

It sounds like you had a house full for the entire period.

Yes, we did.

| ]

Was that the situation throughout Table Grove?

Ves., Everybody who had an open room did their part.
So many of the well-to-do put on dinners for the boys. Yes,
everybody did their part. The Cassidy family in Table Grove
put on dinners every Sunday.



Olive Gamage - Civilian employee in Camp Ellis PX. She ran
ack bar.

what was the atmosphere in Macomb at that time?

It was jammed. You couldn't get a place to eat or any-
thing. The place just wasn't ready for all those people.

Was this a real prosperous time?

Yes, it did bring in a lot of money. I don't think any-
body did as well as Table Grove. Ipava did real well also.

Were shortages a real problem?

Tires and gas were a problem for me because I had to
travel to the Camp six days a week to work.

The Camp itself was very wasteful. It threw sugar,
flour, and so on into the d mes .

Did you and Mrs. Kipling begin work at the camp around the
same time?

Yes, but she got her own PX before I did. I stayed at
the main PX because I worked on Sundays and opened up and
stayed there all day.

Wwhat was the attitude of the people of Macomb concerning the
Camp?

They didn't think it was necessary and a lot of people
just didn't like it. And, of course, some didn't like the
soldiers because they bothered the young girls guite a bit.

Did people object to the black company at Camp E11is?
We didn't hear too many complaints. In fact, I thouaht

most of the boys were rather nice, more vleasant than some of
the whites.

How many years were you out at the Camp?

I was there seven years, the whole period. After the
main camp was dismantled I was out there with the National
Guard. I left the engineers' PX when they finally closed

everything down.
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How did the people at Camp Ellis feel about Western Illinois
se

State Teachers College? Did anycne cbject to zee men
draft age in school?

No, not that I know of. No, there was nc resen
there were no definite objections.

of

What was the situation in the city of Macomb following the

war?

There was kind of a let down, but th
it helped a lot.

V)]

school or

Do you have any recollection of two Japanese students
Western in 19432

ew

at

a

No, I didn't know about them, and never heard about

them at the Camp.
Do vou know anything about the POW's at Eillis?
I got the biggest kick out of th

el

sharp. They were Just clever and int

Did people object to having the POW's there?

No, I don't think so because there was never anvt
- ‘

out of the way with them. They did all the cleanir
area, and a lot of them were called upon to do work in
and all areas.

They were also hired out and responsible to the
who employed them.

Most of them were very sharp and Tnolish speaking.

o]
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Tell me how did you first obtain your job at the Can

g
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Well, I was workino in a restaurant and T
of job openings at the Camp. So I just went out t
applied because they were hiring in large numbers.
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I understand the waaes were good?

Yes, for the time they were very cood. I made
an hour. Of course, you had to buy bonds hut I never
jected to that. Why not, if they needed it.

ot
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$1.25
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Was the money taken right out of vour check?

Yes, they took a certain percentage every itwo weeaks.

What was the city's reaction to the war at its ocutbreak?

le were crying
he Camp. It
a lot of

20

Well, they didn't like it. So many peop
for t
s

around about the land they had to give up
was bad that people were kicked out. The
heartache.

Do you recall any major problem with the soldiers in the city?

There were always little difficulties, but nothing

major.

What did you know of the Macomb USQ's?

Well, let's see. That was where the city building is
now. I didn't have much to do with them but I understand the
facilities were guite good.

How bad were housing shortages in Macomb?

L S

ally pretty bad. Many people took soldiers and
es in. There was very little vacant svace.

Were soldiers upset at beinog stationed in a small town environ-
ment?

Well, it was enough to upset anyone, the war and all
its hardships.



Wix Garner - Coach and wartime athletic director - Western
T1llinois State Teachers College, 347 W. Chase,

Macomb, Illinois

What was the situation on campus previous to the war, the
general mood and atmosphere?

Well, the campus was guiet at that time. We had
very strict president, President Morgan. As far as the
were concerned, they were very restless. They were anxious

and tense about the war.

What changes took place at the outbreak of the war?

Many of the men enlisted before they were drafted and
soon there were very few men left on campus, which was a very

different situation.

How did the war change your role at Western?

Well, after Ray Hanson left for military cduty T D¢ Y
hasketball coach immediately, football coach in the fall and
a i

continued to be baseball coach. I also assumed Coach Hanson
duties as athletic director, so I was very busy. Thers were
times when I didn't get home much before 10:00 at night.

How did the war change the physical education program at
Western?

With so few men we really had very little program at

all. We did continue, however, to supply courses that those
men who were on campus and who were physical education majors

had registered for.

We also at that time reguired every man to enroll in
ve days of physical education or five hours per week and

i
we put them through full military exercise training which was
also required.

1}

How did Camp Ellis affect Western, and what was the relation-
ship between the two?

Athletically there was no relationship between the twoO
because President Beu would not allow the soldiers to come
over here. You see, every other college in the area allowed
the servicemen to compete with them athletically. But Presi-
dent Beu on the other hand would not allow this, so we were
forced to play games with much larger and stronger tcams than
we had.



Why, do yvou know that in one par i
lieve it was 1944, we only had sixteen men
football practice?

cular vyear, I be
n report for fall

What was the relationship between the city of Macomb and
Western Illinois State? Were there any problems?

rn and the City of Macomb
en and to my knowledge

oniship between Wes

The relati te
een a good one. It was t

has always b
1t is today.

e
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Tell me what you know about the situation involving the
fer of Kayo Xamitaki and Isamu Miyamoto, the two Japanes
students enrolled at Western.

I don't recall ever hearing about those two students,
nor do I remember. I might not have known them if they
weren't physical educatiorn majors.

T understand that after his transfer Kayo plaved baseball for
Northern State and reCCl\85 a warm welcome from Western's
sguad when Northern played here the next year. Do you recall

that incident?

No, I don't remember that happening.
pr G

As a coach did you run into any difficulties or experience any
problems with minority plavers when you traveled south, or
even in the area for that matter?

Not really. You know, we didn't have many black people
on campus and not many black athletes either. We had some
minimum problems but nothing outstanding.
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What was the campus like after the peace was si
University able to adjust?

Well, you know the college grew quickly after the war.
The only problems we had were a lack of adequate facilities
to cope with a large group of new students.

How bad was the prcblem in the post war period with housing
and over—-crowded arcas?

1, they brought barracks in from Camp Ellis and used
the old Morgan gymnasium for the men, which helped, but vou
know we didn't have any dorm facilities at that time, so it
was pretty rough.



}._J
o
[§s)

Was discipline a problem with returning veterans who might
have possibly wished to overthrow all discipline after ex-
periencing it for so long?

No, it wasn't too bad, although vandalism wa
lem. It just seemed to be happening an awful lot a
particular time.

t -

Uy

What was the athletic program like during the immediate po
war period?

We had many more candidates for every team, so naturally
our programs got better. But, I think the fact that the pro-
grams continued through the war period helped also.

Can vyou tell me a little about President Beu?

I was never really close to Dr. Beu. In fact, we never
really got on too well, but he was not a very personable
president.

The fact that I coached baseball did not help either,
because his main interests were centered upon football, bas-
ketball and golf. He worked very hard at recruiting for
these three sports, especially golf, which was a special sport
to him. But that doesn't mean he didn't try to tell me how
to coach baseball. I would get notes from him concerning what
he thought I should have been doing. I kept them, but never
paid much attention to them. I coached baseball my way.

Was sports one of the reasons he eventually left his position?

Well, I don't know about that. But, I do know that he
would change a particular athlete's grade after it had left
the instructor's hand if we wanted that athlete to play. This
had the faculty up in arms and they eventually moved against
him and urged his dismissal.



rRay Hanson - Athletic Director - W
Teachers Collece, 135
Illinois.,

stern Illiinois State
Parkview Drive, Macomb

Hanson on Vail Morgan

He didn't have enough money to go to school. Most of
them didn't. Most of them worked their wav through schocl,
and he was one of them. But then he got this job, a part-

time job with the Macomb Daily Journal. 2&nd he still couldn't
go to school, so finally he took a full-time Jjob with the
paper. His main assignment was sports. Ie became sports
editor and did a great job, a better job than anvbody else.

In fact, the institution owes a lot to him because ne put

a lot of the information in the paper that really helped

build interest over the years.

Could you tell me a little bit about the campus just before
the war? How did the students feel about the war going on

overseas?

I know nothing about the women but I do know about the
boys or the men. Before the Japanese hit us, they wanted to
get in, as soon as possible. They felt that they belonged in
there and as a result there were quite a few men that volun-
teered and didn't wait for the draft. 1In fact, I feel very
secure in stating that the great number of men enlisted long
before the draft. &t least 50% of the men had left before
they were drafted. In fact, I knew that from sports more than
anything else. When the Japanese hit, T was back in Massa-
chusetts and listened to the whole thing in a little town
outside of Springfield. As soon as we got home I knew I would
have orders to go, and I did.

The Japanese attack increased the intensity concerning the
attitude towards the war then?
Yes, it increased it, and I don't think very many of
them that were eligible then waited for the draft.
Were there any men who believed they should stay in school?
No, I never heard of anything like that. O0Of course,
there were some who stayed in school.
How did President Morgan feel about the war and the draft?

Well, Dr. Morgan didn't believe in war. But neverthe-
less he was enthusiastic enough not to discourage t+he students.
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He seemed like the kind of man who wished people to continue
and finish their education. Is that true?
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Well, that was true. I think that was more or I1c¢
the general attitude if they were pursuing a course that was
important. Now I think another man could help you a lot.
Dutch Dunbar. He was on the draft board.

I don't think there is any question about it, that the
McDonough County area was enthusiastic about getting into
the war. They were waiting for things to develop and when
the Japanese hit that was it.

What about the relationship between the City of Macomb and
the University?

It was a very good one. Couldn't have been better.

But then discipline was different then. Weren't both Presi-
dent Beu and President Morgan guite strict?

Sure, the rules they had up through Beu's administra-
tion were strict. Morgan was strict. He ran the school and
he ran the students and that's the way it should have Dbeen.

Tt couldn't have been any other way and made it. You couldn't
smoke on campus, vou couldn't swear on campus. To be frank
with you, I think it was great and I still do.

Were you close with both these men?

Yes, very close to Morgan. He died of cancer and he
fought it. He was for athletics but hand't become educated
to it. T didn't think he was as much for athletics as he
should have been. Now when you come to Beu, he was for
athletics.

I understand he was strong on this issue, wasn't he?

No, I wouldn't say that. T wouldn't say he was strong.
But it's either you are for it or you're against it, and
athletics has had an awful battle especially in education.
If there was anyway possible for education to keep athletics
out, it would have been done, but it wasn't possible.

I understand that during the course of the war vo
a few times on leave. Can you tell about the cha
concerning the University and University life?

u came back
nges you saw
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I was only back a very short time. It was between
orders that I had. I didn't see Dr. Morcan, but I did see
the university. What I noticed was the absence of men. We

his

a
were back to where this university started, mostly all girls.
In fact, they didn't have enoucgh men for the foctball team.

Was the attitude different?

No, it was not different. People were solemn and con-
cerned but still strong in their conviction towards the war.

What was the situation in 1946, upon your return?

Well, in 1946 most men were back by that time. The
men were great as far as enthusiasm was concerned. They were
tickled to death to be out and back in school. 2&nd you had
good football, but they were hard to discipline. They had

been in the service and were tired of discipline. President
Beu had a very difficult job handling them. What could you
punish them with? You couldn't kick them out of school. They

had been through a war and had discipline to such an extent
that they were tired of it and over with all discipline.
Education was coming to them and as a result discipline was
tough. In fact, in the old Morgan gymnasium Beu had fixed
up sleeping quarters for them upstairs. That was all right.
That was fine. Then they had Ellis barracks here and that
was fine too. But they would break things, destroy property
and what the devil could you do about it? You couldn't do

anything.

Did you as a coach have problemsg?

Not as far as coaching was concerned. No, we didn't
have problems. But when it came to some place to stay that
was a problem. They had been accustomed to sleeping 1in bar-
racks or in tents or out in the open, and they had led a very
vigorous life. So these things were really something in re-
gards to time needed for adjustment. They rebelled against

discipline.

Now as far as studying and getting their gradec, that
was a different story. That was very simple for them. They
were mature then and we had some great fellows on campus as
far as education was concerned. I think the faculty had a
harder time adijusting to them rather than their adjusting to
the faculty. I'm sure that was the case. But as far as
studies were concerned I'm sure that their grade point averages
went up. They knew enough then to take their work seriously.



Do you feel that the University handled war programs ade-
guately?

Yes, they did. Did a very cood job.

How about the athletic department during the war?

They did a great job. It was all carried on which was
fine. After all, they didn't have too many people on campus.
Barclay and Garner were responsible for continuing the pro-
grams. The men that they had were very few but very cood.

What kind of information were you given upon your return about
the two Japanese students?

Just that they were here and that they were being
watched. Coach Garner never mentioned it.

What would have been your feelings had you been here? You
would have been directly involved because Kayo Kamitaki com-
peted athletically.

I'm afraid my attitude would have been the same. You
see, this Japanese situation was poor.

It seems strange, but people here seemed to have considered
these two students a threat.

Well, sure, that's perfectly natural that they did and
if it were to be done all over again it would have happened
the same way. But we did have a lot of Japanese fighting and
they made a great reputation for themselves.

Did you ever run into any ¥Western Tllinois State students
while you were in the service?

Yes, I did and there was no guestion about the quality
of their records. The war record of the Western students was
very good.

Were you given a position that had anything to do with athletics?

No. BSure, I have some work providing athletic materials
for the troops. But, I was what they call a morale officer.
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Could you tell me a little bit about Presi

Now as far as athletics is concerned he had gone
through a period at Eastern Illinois University before he had
come here, and he had been guite an athletic ocfficial. He
was a very fine man. He was for sports, which was without
any guestion the main difference between him and Walter P.
Morgan. Morgan was like evervbody else in the country in

the field of education. They didn't know what to dco with
sports.

K e

I wouldn't say that at any time did Beu go overboard
with athletics. He simply was in favor of it and this was a
change between him and Morgan.

Beu was accused of besing too lenient with sports but
he wasn't.

Did this cause him problems?

Yes, I'll say there were problems between the faculty
and Beu because the faculty was not for athletics. It was
an underlying battle. The faculty had always felt that you
shouldn't have any sports at all. Beu was for sports and
he wasn't ashamed of it. He came out in favor of sports,
which was something new for a president. He really followed
sports and he went to a lot of the cgames which he shouldn't
have done, because it wasn't complimentary to a president to
attend games. It wasn't good public relations back then.

i

Do you have any recollection of Camp El11lis?

Well, I wasn't here so I don't know anything about
Camp Ellis other than the fact that it was a bic camp. It
was tremendous and it should have been a big boom for Macomb.
It was just like any other big army camp. It grew up over-
night and when the war was over it was gone.

Do you ever remember anyone mentioning any problems between
the University and Camp El1lis?
No, none whatsoever.

Did the University have a difficult time adjusting after the
war?

Yes, it did. Housing was a real problem. It was toucgh.
Facilities were inadequate. We didn't have any housing or
any dormitories. 1In fact, the dormitories were the last things

to come.
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Margaret Kiovling - Civilian employee - Camp Ellis.

What was your 5ob?

I worked in the PX, lat
application. Oriaginally, I be
inventory on uniforms, etc.

Service Club made
t I would be doing

1ired me. I worked

-~

Major Manual was in charge. He
in the first PX.

Originally, I intended to work for six months to pay
off the mortgage on my home, but ended up working 30 months.

I understand things were gquite messy in the first months.

They were during the training period, but we were
trained. We worked for the government, and we had to be
trained in exact figures and numbers. Everything we did had

to work out right down to the penny.

(Her PX, #9, was one of the first established. She
received intensive training and later managed the PX for

nine months.
I imagine in your work as a manager of a PX you became
acquainted with many of the soldiers at Ellis.

It was a nice group of boys. Of course, we wold the
beer, but we had no trouble to speak of.

How did the soldiers feel about the city of Macomb?

They enjoyed coming into the Macomb USO, but I also
think they enjoyed going to some of the smaller towns and
their USO's.

Was the USO operated by a aroup of Macomb people?

After nine months they had two service clubs operated
by Ellis officers.

Major Manual was later put in charge of service club
cafeterias. Margaret Kipling then moved from the PX #9, to
manage the cafeteria at Service Club #1.



Was this a big job?

Yes, 1t frightened me. It needed a lot of work. The
was too much time lost. Oificers who were previously in charge
time for a while, but I remained there until the end of my
stay at Ellis.

The boys would come from the mecss halls to eat our food,
for variety.

I understand there was a group of black soldiers at Ellis.

In the area where I was they moved in a whole group of
them. At the same time they moved them in they priced beer
down to a nickel. I think it was a bottle. Really, I was
frightened, but I had a good crew of workers and we really
never had any trouble with the Negro scldiers.

The colored fellows were just as good as any of the
rest of them. Of course, you find a few in every bunch.

Were all the p-ople who worked with you civilian?

They were civilians, yes, they came from Vermont,
Astoria and from towns all around. We formed a car pool.
There were two shifts. We closed about 106:00 p.m.

How about the attitude of the people of the City of Macomb
toward the colored soldiers coming in to do their business
in town?

Now I can't answer that, but as far as I know they
were glad to have any business. The camp made for good busi-
ness.

Now, the soldiers would bring their wives, who made
good money here also.

I understand this was a prosperous time in the city.

At that time rooms were needed for the soldiers' wives,
so even the common folk prospered by boarding people

At that time we stopped keeping students at our home
because we couldn't serve meals due to the lack of food. And
to look after girls! When Camp Ellis was out there, it wasn't
easy, and I away so much of the time. Students were not sup-
pcsed to be out there at certain times, but they were anyway.
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At the service club they would have nights when they
would have their dances and certain nights college students
were allowed to go. But the girls went out any time.

We later took in a group of soldicrs' wives from New
York. They had a marvelous time. They were nice ladies.
On weekends the boys would come and they would use our kit-
chen. And they enjoyed it and it helped us.

But as far as Macomb, I think it was pretty good for
the merchants.

Do vou have any recollections of two Japanese students going
to school here?

No, I don't. I don't remember that.

Did you ever hear of any talk at Camp Ellis about this?

No, I didn't. ©No, I didn't hear anything about that at
all.

How about the German POW's? Did that bother you?

No, it didn't. They had that area roped off.

How about any talk around town? Were people uncomfortable
because these soldiers were present?

No, not that I heard of. They were pretty well guarded.

You were saying there were a lot of shortages in Macomb - food,
coffee, sugar.

ves, sugar. Of course, this wasn't Camp Ellis. We had
everything we needed out there.

anybody could go through our cafeteria lines. It was
for the public and soldiers as well.

So people in the city

i suffered and had to go without and use
coupons for things?

Yes, and Major Manual always instructed me to kee
pretty close watch on our inventory.
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So then the general attitude was & benevolent one towards
camp - good for business?

I think it was.

Did it provide a sesnse of security?

Hh
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Well, I never had any feeling of

amp construction
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I understand upon first announcement of
people were a little apprehensive.

Well, getting all that land and everything and putting
up the buildings - people were leary.

So you saw the camp being dismantled also.

Yes, by the time they closed the service clubs there
were very few soldiers left.

How about your feelings and the feelings of the townspeople
concerning the University, of having men of draft age, men
who could have been serving in the armed forces still going
to school? Were people talking about this?

We kept girls. There weren't many men around. We had
one girl who enjoyed going to Camp Ellis. She received per-
mission from my mother to spend the night out to study. But

she was telling stories and I knew it was time to give up,
and stop housing girls.

After the war we took boys into our home. But I don't
know of any problem concerning the boys.

Did you know much about the USO people here in Macomb?

They were in where the city building is now. But me,

being out at the Camp, I didn't get to know many of the USO
people.

Did you have any trouble getting gasoline?

No, I don't remember that.

Well, the car pool must have helped.
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Yes, it did. But I drove a c¢oo
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Were there any major changes in the city after the camp was
dismantled? Did business stay pretty livelvy?
When I came back, I needed to work. I never had worked

in the stores downtown, but I got a job right away.

Where did you work?

So business was still good then?

Yes.

I understand University population soared after the war?

Oh, yes! My mother kept students since 1931 when the
enrollment was low. After the war we kept boys. But they
still came to us looking for housing which indicated the in-
crease in university population which caused housing shortages.



Vail Morgan - Reporter, Macomb Daily Journal, R.R. 1, Macomb
Illinois.

What was the general atmosphere in Macomb during this period?

It was a time of hustle-bustle and constant activity,
but it was also a time of shortages. Stores sometimes did
not have enough food and supplies. That was during rationing
days. The business was good. Taverns, restaurants, pool
halls and bowling alleys for the soldiers were also active

even though there were also facilities at the camp.
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A lot of soldiers' families stayed here. Man
opened up their homes to the wives of the soldiers.

What was the attitude of the townspeople towards the Univer-
sity's young men of draft age being in school?

I don't recall any problems or hostilities over
That was different from the Viet Nam War. People were all
patriotic and in favor of the war. There were bond rallys

to sell bonds. Many women took jobs at Thermos making bomb
parts because they felt it was their patriotic duty, not just
because the money was good. Thermos was then Hemp's and they
made bomb supports out of paper. They even had a branch fac-
tory in Tennessee. It was a boom for that factory. They ran
night and day.

WWas there a problem with acceptance of black soldiers from
Ellis by the city people?

T don't recall anything special.

I understand they were not allowed in the city's hotels?

Yes, nor in the restaurants or barber shops--not in
those days. They were like outcasts. Colored peoplie had €
stay out on the east end of town. I don't believe we had too
many colored people. I think they took most of thei 1
to Peoria where there were more Negroes. There were sevVar
cases of rape and people would blame it on them. VYes, I b
lieve there was anti-colored feeling here.

Out in Beardstown they say the sun never sets On a
Negroe's head; and to this day they don't let any Negroes
in--even to visit.
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Do you have any recollection of
University?

No, I don't.

1S
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What was the attitude of the town toward Camp Bl

Well, it helped business, but the common taxpayer re-
sented it because it made him have higher taxes to pay for
the added facilities. It also caused labor to go up in the
construction business causing higher prices for construction
in Macomb. Local employers had to pay hicher wages and that
didn't make them happy. It also robbed local employers of
their employees.

Camp Ellis was credited with a big boost in the unions

here which forced up wages. Then the camp left and wages
stayed high. At one time, they announced that Camp Ellis
was going to be turned into an atomic energy plant. That

caused a boom.

From what I understand, people were very apprehensive of
that.

Well, business was for i1it; business boomed. Some
people went ahead and invested. I remember a man in Table
Grove who invested thousands of dollars in a mobile home
court.

Did the townspeople accept the soldiers for other than economic
reasons?

I think so, yes. They took them into their homes and
churches.

How about problems, violence?

Oh, ves, they had that all the time. I remember at the
southeast corner of the square, next to the police station,
one night there were a whole bunch of them fighting. I think
they got liquored up a little. The M.P.'s were all over the
place. I don't believe they had to hire any extra policemen.

N
e

Then the camp did do great things for the city economically?

Oh, yes, definitely.
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Did this arise from soldiers as well as construction people
or just soldiers?

Mostly from the soldiers. The construction people
were already here. I don't think there were a lot of new
construction people.

Do you remember the main function of Camp Ellis?

It was for training service units.

Were these soldiers in limited service? I understand some
of them were illiterate or handicapped in some way.

No, I don't remember that so much. It was generally
a special services camp. They trained them in fighting, though.
I was there once during a mock war. They fired live ammuni-
tion {(from those big cannons) over their heads and into the
hillside behind. They taught them how to fight, though it
was more of a specilal services camp.

One of the big names entertained there. Later, he
starred at Nashville, and is still a well-known entertainer.
I can't remember his name just now.

The show vou were speaking of was supposed to have been guite
successful.
It was By The Numbers, put on strictly by Camp Ellis

personnel in the old Illinois Theatre. It ran for several
nights. That was a real high-class show.

Their newspaper was supposed to have been a top-notch service
paper.

Oh, ves, you can see from this that it was. I don't
know how often it came out. I believe every Friday. OZ
course, they started out with a little mimeograph sheet about
6 x 8, then cot into full size paper. 2Zpril 15, 1943 would
have something about the camp's opening.

tere vou able to speak with Joe Louis when you were at the

Camp A

No, no.
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Was there gquite a crowd for Louis?

Yes, he drew a big crowd. They had special entertain-
ment funds out there for programs that the townspeople were
permitted to come to. They also had German prisoners of war

out there.

I was going to ask about that. f#ow &id the people of Macomb
feel about the POW's? Did they fear them?

No, they were inside the stockades.

Yes, I know, but I understand these POW's were let out on work
assignments.

Well, they let them out on flood patrol duty to carry
sand bags around the river.

Oh, by the way, the press didn't get in there often
without a special permit. Once, one of the prisoners of war
died. They always had a local funeral director take care of
the embalming and burying on the east side of the grounds.
Well, I could not come in and see it as a reporter, so I mas-
queraded as an assistant from Clugston Funeral Home and watched
the proceedings. They let the prisoners of war out of the camp
and marched to the cemetery. They conducted their service in
German and when they were finished, everyone of those German
prisoners of war picked up a handful of dirt and dropped it
in the grave.

I was just wondering if having them in the city bothered the
townspeople.

No, I don't think anyone worried about them getting out.
Several of them died and their graves were there, but I think
they shipped their bodies back after the war.

The USO activities were supposed to have been excellent here
in Macomb. Was there more than one facility?

I think there were two USO's. One at +the old armory,
and one across from the Post Office. They operated from more
than one building at a time. After the war was over and the
soldiers were still stationed there, they used the City Council
room for a USO. I think there might be some pictures, signs,
or plagques on the City Council wall.
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How often were vou, as a reporter, sent out to Camp Ellis?

Oh, practically not at all. They had a publicity de-
partment. They operated on the theory that you handled the
publicity they sent out. During the construction period, I
was sent over there and I rode around the camp with a Command-
ing General. I remember that it was the only time a story
was censored. He had to censor all I wrote before we put it
in the Journal.

What key events of the period stand out in your mind? Did you
cover local stories?

Oh, yes. From the Macomb police, we would get the facts
of any incident which happened here or from the sheriff in
Lewistown which is in Fulton County. I don't remember any-
thing outstanding. The most excitement was when a soldier
raped a girl at a farmhouse near Camp Ellis.

When I went to the camp to see Joe Louils, I went there
to see entertainment. I went for pleasure, not for the paper
as a reporter.

One July 4th (it may have been the first vear they built
the camp) they opened it up to the dgeneral public and let every-
one see it. They gave a big parade with marching and band
concerts.

The biggest impact was on Ipava and Table Grove, the
towns on either side of the camp. The government paid the
farmers for what they considered to be real poor land--rolling
clay with no prairie land. It was probably selected for
training because of rough ground. After the war, these far-
mers were given first option to buy back their own land at a
higher price. They had a meeting to try to get the land back
at the same price they were paid for it and finally succeeded.
Today it is no doubt worth four or five times what they paid
for it. The army gave them a good deal, I thought, but they
didn't think so.

Does anvthing outstanding stick out in yvour mind about the
relationship between the city of Macomb and the University?
Was 1t a good one?

I don't recall anvthing in the way of problems. Students
in those days were disciplined, something you don't know in
your era. President Beu was the Commander in Chief out there
and they would do what he said. Now they say anything they
want about the president. 1In fact, it was worse a few years
ago than it is today.
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During the war, the sports program at Western suffered.
They had a hard enough time getting encugh football players
out for scrimmage. Those were the days when they Just had
eleven plavers to play both ways. The players they had were
no better than high school athletes. Most good strong athletes
were off to war. They had some good strong athletes, though.
There was one player, I won't mention his name, wno had a
trick knee and was rejected by the draft but he played foot-
ball aill the time.

I know that sports suffered, but that they continued on. Did
Yyou ever cover any sports features?

Yes, I was sports editor and official basketball scorer
for almost 20 years. I saw all athletic events.

The coaching staff must have been a good one.

Well, yes, today you have 15-20 coaches out there. Then
Ray Hanson was athletic director, head football coach, head
basketball coach, and baseball coach. They had a man named
Barclay for track.

Hanson had a big job in the service. He traveled over
the Pacific area. He is a World War I veteran and was decorated

then.

How old is he then?

About 70. I have about 25 letters he wrote me while
he was in the service. He had a lot of contact with movie
stars and athletes, dgetting them to perform in USO camps and
things like that.

Did vou know President Beu?

I remember interviewing him when he came to town when
he was first named president. He was the worst person to whom
I had ever talked, I thought.

You had to pump him for answers. He never said anything.
You would have to ask every question and then he would give
you an evasive answer or something. Later, after I got to
know him pretty well I could talk to him freely.

They really fired him, in a way. He got irnvolved with

hi

some of the faculty members and they didn't like him. He

o~

wanted to dictate everything. He was a tough dictatorial
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type. The faculty finally got a petition to the school board
and they made it so rough for him that he finallyv resigned--
(retired).

He was a peculiar man. He didn't like dogs on campus,
so he would carry his own pellet gun around to shoot dogs on
the campus. One day, he missed a dog and hit, or almost hit,
a kid. For a college president to be walking around snoot;ng
a gun, it was odd. But that's the way he was, odd.

He was the kind that would walk around and police the
place instead of sitting around in the presidential box. He
got involved. One of the reasons thev ousted him was that he
was strong for athletics and would go around to teachers and
say, "Listen, we want this basketball player passed", even
though he was fiunking. I don't know if they changed grades
but they gave grades to save the athletes. They brought that
out against him in the hearing.

There also was a controversy over a brick problem with

his house. He lived out on Franklin Street and he built a
brand new house out of brick. The bricks were used bricks
from a building they tore down at the college. They claimed

he shouldn't have been using college-used brick to build his
house. Although, if he hadn't, they would have hauled them
off to a ditch somewhere.

Did vou know President Morgan?

Yes, when I first came here. Now he was an old dic-
tatorial type but everyvone went as he said. Things became
a little more modern when Dr. Beu was there. A lot of
teachers would speak up against him. Now Morgan wouldn'
even permit smoking on campus. 0Of course, there weren't many
people who smoked then, but you just weren't permitted to
smoke on campus—-students or teachers.

Beu got a lot accomplished, especially in the athletic
program.

He and Coach Hanson must have been closec.

Yes, they were. Hanson was n
sident of Intercollegiate Athleti

ionally known. He was
re SE0
ent one year also.

ciation, NAIA presi-
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e really weren't any outstanding problems with the city,
iversity, and Camp Ellis.

No, other than the town having to take care of an influx
of people.



Is it true that there wasn't any empty rooms to b

Dverybody who wanted to rent a room could.
were urged to do so.
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William Rudolph - Publisher of the Macomb Daily Journal, 404
So. Ddwarcs, Macomb, I11linois.

Do you recall the situation which involved two Japanese stu-
dents at Western Illinois State, Kayo Kamitaki and Isamu
Miyamoto?

I have no recollection of their presence in Macomb.

Do you recall the rather vindictive editorial which appeared
in the Macomb Daily Journal concerning these two students?

No, I don't recall right off hand anv cditorial written
concerning two Japanese students.

Do you remember any of the feelings towards the German POW's
at Camp El1llis?

The people of Macomb objected very little to those
soldiers. There were no major problems caused by their

presence.

What was the reaction to Camp Ellis as a whole?

The camp was a very definite plus for the City of Macomb.

It brought a big business boom and a major cne in the economy
of the city. The proklems were small, usually minor incidents,
involving drunk and disorderly soldiers. But the people, to

a large degree, accepted the soldiers with open arms. The
churches, the USO, the Elks Club, all plaved a definite role
in helping the soldiers feel at home.

How did the people of Macomb feel about the Negro company at
Ellis?

The people were apprehensive about the Hegro soldiers
probably because they didn't understand them. The people
here were just not accustomed to having many Negroes around.
The black soldier took his business to Peoria for the most
part.

Camp Ellis then was accepted well with only minor problems.

Yes, the city was actively behind Camp Ellis. In fact,
the Macomb Chamber of Commerce attempted and succeeded in
Ke Macomb for

getting the commander from Camp Ellis to reside in
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discipline purposes. Both Maxwell and Sullivan lived in
Macomb and were given a $125.00 stipend for 1living expenses.
I and a few of the area'’s businessmen put up an additional
$100.00 for the commander's rent. Eventually, I moved into
that very house, through this situation with the Eliis com-
manders.

I understand the Camp Ellis News was printed at the Journal
office. How was thilis arranged?

Well, this turned out to be very beneficial to the
Journal because by printing the Camp Ellis News we were able
to obtain additional newsprint, which was at extreme shortages
throughout the war. This enabled us to put out 8-page edi-
tions instead of 6-page and at times 10-page editions.

Camp Ellis also sent type setters and printers to the
Journal and these people worked with our staff without pay,

Economically, then, the camp did great things for the City of
Macomb and its business people.

Yes, the Citizens Bank moved a branch out there and
iid a tremendous business. The telephone company alsc bene-
fited with huge contracts as a result of Camp needs.

hy Qu
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Was there a large drop in the city's economy after the war?

The decline was a slow one. It wasn't a major break
in economic prosperity. The college grew very quickly after
the war, which also aided the economic situation.

Can you tell me a little bit about the history of the paper
itself?

Well, my father ran the paper before I did, so 1it's
been kind of a family thing. It was formerly known as the
Journal Printing Company. At that time we did a lot of
assignment work: wedding invitations, flyers and SO On.

We also printed the Western Courier for many Years,
until four or five vears ago.

You know, we never had any trouble with college stu-
dents during that period, a real contrast to today's situation.
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You mean there were no problems with men of
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Wilbert and Mary Hoff - Stationed at Camp Ellis, 1001 North
Pearl, Macomb, Illinois

Can vou tell me a little about Camp Ellis?

The reason I liked Camp Ellis was the fact that I had
been stationed in Virginia at Camp Lee. It was a World War I
camp, and had been there so many vears that it overran the
little towns in the area. The people just didn't like the
soldiers at all. It was understandable, vou'd be in a res-
taurant and the place was crowded with GI's and they couldn't
get a seat and so on. So the attitude down there was very
cool in comparison to Camp Ellis. I came down here in July
of 1943, when the camp opened to bring soldiers in, and people
here would welcome you like a long lost son because most of
them had boys in the service and that was their way of helping
to do more. The people invited GIl's over to their houses for
Sunday dinner. It was really nice when I was here. Now, I
don't know know it got towards the end.

What was the city itself 1like? Did it prosper greatly?

(Mrs.) Yes, but a lot of things were rationed. Sugar
was rationed. I think the attitude as a whole remained high
throughout the war. My parents would come in to the USC on a
Sunday and usually get two or three guys from a list for Sun-
day dinner. These guys would sign a list and then wait around
for people to come with an invitation. The Elk's Club was a

service club.

Then, soldiers at Ellis really enjoyed coming to Macomb?

T think they did. It was my opinion that they really
did.

Was there some apprehension at first when the news broke about

: o 5 >
the camp being constructed:

.} I think there was. I think they thought it
he ruination of the town. Sure, there was & lot of

11

would be : ' el
unpleasant things but I did get in touch with many oL them

because I lived in the country and believe me wherever I went
was pretty well chaperoned.

Is this where you two met?

but not at the USO. I am originally from

(Mr.) Yes, - T om
We met out at

Maryland, and we didn't meet at the USO club.
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a ball game at the fairgrounds. When we met, Dizzy Dean was
there playing ball. I wanted & chance to see him in person
so I went out to the ball game and that's where we met.

Do you recall any problems with the soldiers in Macomb?

{Mr.) No, I don't.

There was a black company at Ellis. Do you recall that?

{(Mrs.) There were guite a few blacks ocut there. I
can't tell you how many and I don't know where they went on
pass.

They didn't come here?

I don't think too many blacks came to Macomk, did they?

(Mary - Yes, there were guite a few). They did have their own
camp and were segregated at the bus stop at the main gate.
They lined up in a different place. They didn't get on the

same buses we did. I don't know if they would have gone toO
Springfield or Peoria or what.

Comments on the city of Macomb.

(Mr.) They kept everything in the city as clean as
they could because of the college. You see at that time your
town was setting an example for the college. In other words,
they weren't going to get new buildings and so on at the col-
lege if the town was going down hill, so to speak. They wanted
the town to look nice as well as the college. I think this
was the reason they kept the town under control in those days.

(Mrs.) As far as problems with the blacks, I wasn't
aware of it but then I wasn't aware of many things because 1
was only fifteen at the time.

As a soldier at the camp, did vou resent the idea of having
men of draft age in school at the university?

ot
Q
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No, I never ran intc that at all. The conly thing
I ever heard about was around my home town where the guys my
age got deferred, got farm deferments.

(Mrs.) This was something I heard in the way of re-
sentment because I had two brothers. There were several boys
in our neighborhood that were deferred to stay home and work
on the farm and there were a couple of incidents where the
fathers were in a position to buy more land, stock more cattle,

get into a big way before the son reached hig draftablc age.
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Wasn't it set up to give QGFQIM: 1t on the basis of work pro-
duced by the individual or the amount of land or livestock
under his care?

Qu

(Mrs.) Yes, it was, and finally 1t got so they were
making farm deferments rougher and some got married to keep
+he deferment, and then children were necessary. And these
guys were raking in the money.

My father had been in debt for years. He had gone way
in to start farming because he had absolutely nothing. But

during the war years prices were so good he was able to get
out and this was the thing I heard discussed in the rural
areas.

(Mrs.) When the fellows started coming back there was
this guy set up on a farm doing great and here came back the
veterans with very little and there was some resentment there.

Do you recall any resentment from the city or Camp Ellis con-—
cerning two Japanese students at Western?

(Mrs.) I never heard of that, but there were some new
doctors in town and people didn't know just where they came
from. One definitely was German and there were rumors about
him. Another was a Jew and there were some rumors about him

also. This kind of thing.

(Mr.) I can remember going over to Springfield on
kends. There were about 75 Japanese in a small company
r Springfield. The Japanese who volunteered to go into
+he service (they had a choice) could sign up and pledge
allegiance to the United States or else be put in a camp.
We would see them at the USO and it was guite a fad for the
girls to go with a short Japanese GI. It was just pretty
much of a fad over there.

A
b
e
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No, I don't remember of any hostilities here, though.

How about any problems with the POW's?

We didn't, or I didn't hear any opinions out there.
My area was close to where the POW camp was. We'd go by
there going out of camp, and they'd be out playing soccer and
we'd think, "Boy, do they have it made. It's over for them.
Here they are eating good with little work to do in this con-
fine."

Tt scems to me that one escaped. Don't you remenber
that, Mary?
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(Mrs.) Yes, he did. He lived in Chicagc for vears
before he was found out.

(Mr.) They were treated well, though.

Mrs.) There was a lot of apprehension. The people
in town wondered. It was such a different thing back then.
Sure, you were concerned, because here were your loved ones
going off and you didn't know what was going to take place
with them. We had no idea what was c¢oing on during the war,
SO your imagination took care of the lack of information.
These were bad guys and they were bringing them right in here
into our community, and there was apprehension about that.

Can you tell me a little bit more about Camp Ellis? What
kind of Camp was 1it? What was its function and yours person-
ally?

The nearest I can tell you about Camp Ellis was that
Camp Ellis was a camp strictly for service of supply. It
wasn't an infantry camp, and units here were not front line
units. They were strictly supply units. I was in a truck
company in Virginia before I came out here. I came out here
into a bakery outfit which I hated. It was going to be a
mobile bakery when we got overseas so that was the idea be-
hind that. But they had laundry outfits, bakery companies,
medical and hospital units, signal corps, anything that had
to do with supply.

I understand there were a lot of limited service personnel
at the camp.

Could be, because they would not gualify for front
line duty. I got into an outfit in France in which all the
fellows were limited service but myself.

You people were trained in combat, weren't you?

Yes, we had training. When I was first transferred to
Camp Ellis the sidewalks were not in yet. The barracks had
apparently been built that fall or summer because the hay had
got up clear around the buildings, and for two weeks we nowed
the grass with hand scythes until the rest of the outfits
came 1n from Fort Leonardwood, Missouri, and Fort Warren,
Wyoming. They were all green inductees and we had to take
basic training over again with those guys. But I liked the
camp here much better than the one in Virginia. Down there
the heat and mosquitos were awful bad.



How lona were vou at Ellis?

Around seven months
first of February.
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4 July 1943
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ARLY ZXCHANGRS

A Arny Fxrh ange is o v 1iiery organization, established as a
part o the Armr, ~“oich supn..2s merchandise and services to officers,
enlishtod pevein 1 and gutiorizrad eivilizas living in the camp, Cie
v111331 W are regiaciy empieyed or serving at the ¢camp mey purchase
for tueir cw: covSAmptlon on the cavu, itane of food, drink and to-

bacco prolmcuk.

Ercharges are established to snpnly the persons to whom sales are
autborize?, «t the lowest possible prices, articles of necessity and
convenience nct nunr’icd hy the government,

-

The Cemsending Gincral of Camn Fllis, General Russell L. Maxwel}
has complute Jurisdiction over the Bmcnanges.

The Fxehenze Officer is in exécutive control of the Bxchange;
he 1s responi >.¢ f - iis manhgement and accounting, the performance
of duby o0 asvistruts :nd civiliar employees and is the custodian
of its property and funds.

Comp Ellis Zxchange commrises sixteen Branches., Two of these
Branches are denartmentelived snd include a clotihing section, shoe
section =nd gonoerzl fumniskinss sectiocn.

The Exchanze is .steffed with divilian emplovecs.

PLACE OF THES CHAPLAIN IN TER ARMY

The fundeamentel purvon: of the Office of Chaplain mey be hriefly

stated cs follcwns To »ro 7 Freilitics for public religious worshdp;
to mive emirien mirdiat-eoo o, nmerel cousel, end religious guidance,
shorcretoy w0 - end moralo., His work is of primary

noia inonra 2ligicus, Tre Chaplain is primerily

a czrvant of &ad for 211 men of the Commnnd. Under
the Cxarcading Offlcer Le i responsidle for public worship services,
ministers unte the sici, the dylna, bereaved, to all prisoners, and
does gorztal nestoral visitation, He officiates when requested in

L
the burisl of the derd rnd in the marriage of military personnel,

The beantiful cravpels of Camp Bllis shall be used to the highest
advintaes by o1l religious groups. Flaces of quiet retreat for prayer
meditation where men rry coms face to face with God ™ gnd duty. The
Charlains sh-1l éont:u:irlly sirive for diznity, beauty, and genuine
spiriturlity in tkb runiic worship services, and thus scek to fulfill

their nigh and acly miasion,




THE SPECIAL SERVICE REANCH

The Specisl Service Branch is charged with assisting
the Commanding General in his responsibility for maintaining the
mentel and vwhysical stemina of his trooms for combaet by providing:

An COriantation program using film, readio,
publications, and maps that inform the scldier
of the background cf the wer, snd stimulates
his interest and understending of his own part
in ist. ’

An Ashlesic end Recrestionsl program orgenized
to nrovide desired activity in off duty heurs,
Tris progrsm includes supervised athletics, soldier
theatricals, musicel entertainment eond supervised
socirl activities at Service Clubs.

An Tducstionsl progrem for the Soldier who
degires to advence in the Army or prersre
himself by study to better resume his place
in eivilien life upon demobilizetion. DLibraries
aré fucnished for all types of reading and study.

Thronzh coomeration with the U. 5. 0. and
various oiher civilirn agencies, supervised
sctivigies o..eide the Cemp 1inits to keep the
scliier men.-~ily, morslly ~nd physically Tiu.
These activities include deances, parties, ciub
roomns, free eniertainment and reduced rates

for civilian activities.



9:60
11:00 A.M.

DEDICATION DAY .

’DQC’V‘D*\ M OF DUmagm

Aedad

OPE) HOUSHE AND:IHSPBOTION OF TIIIRITS (SEE MAP O LAST PAGT)

Seyvice Greun  Main Service Club, Post office, Eeadquarter

braach pnst exchanze, Clothing and subsistence wa*ehou¢cs,

Guest houge, Variouz type vehiclexz, Prisoner enclosures.
Ma%ilz leundrv, Mobile baler:, Fﬂmigaticn
setors o idanrc procedure, Ubiliti

Agzanlt host races, rneumatic

Yot A gy
Y Lricgre,

e ’
, Dnshy trers, Demclition sculpmeat,

: & on ranges, Infii-
te“'tzgn ;iliﬁ?. ' N
Signal Groun Fole climbing end Ffirst 2id zt top of pole,
nasty combat conut i tramway Yl%ua? voice
demonstration, ¥ 4i repair, FPhone instisz o e
£121d kit-hen, Mobile revair truck, Model o:aarly room and

cuvPly room.

. L. ~ - - ! PO .
Dedication of Chavel #1 (30th znd § Streeis)

FOTMAT, CAIP D 1 TGATINN CIREMONY
(Faral £

Adfress by Msjor Gonerel R, T, Maxwell, Coruandlng Genersl,
rr

Aviny Service Torces Unit Training u“n+91, Cemp Bllis, Illincis

e
vl

Address by the Honorable Iwight H, Green, Governor of Illinc

Address Dy Mr. Michael Wright, British EBubessy

Addregs o

: t Officer Roma Ann Scott, Chief WHAC Reeruiting
Officer, Headaq

usrters Sixth Scrvice Command
i/

Unveiling of Sergesnt Ellis Porirali

-t
— e



Unveiling of Sergesnt Z1lis Portrait.

Flaying of Carp Fllis March, capposed by Captain John T,
Blossom, Cormunding Officer, Hoadouarters Commeny, 1624th
Service Unit, Camnp #llis, Tili

Pleying of Ster Spangled 3anner.
12:00 Foon Forty eight gun salute to naticn.

12:15 P,M, Picric luznchss in areas designated on map orn last page.

0 P.M, Continustion of sven house end exhibitvs,

Hoers and

Generesl Hart-
/

zenson, (corner

3:00 P,M, Dedication nf Charwel #2 (47rd Street between R & S Streets)

.

4:00 w0

4:20 2,4, Svecial Service Show, building 703 and crowning of "Dedicetion
Doy Queen (Corner R and.7ih Stroet).

4:00 to

4:50 P, Deccratinsn cereneony (Parade zround in front of Fflag polo)

5:00 P, PBetrunt Parndc {(Parade gpound in front of flag pole)
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Ernslsnd will rmake the award

Frivate RAobert Windters wiil rocceive tha Soldicrg! Madal for

valor displaved in rescuing tursc cilvilizn rotorists from

drowning on M-y 16 when their cor 1left the rond near Creve
Couer, Illirois &nd roiled into the Illirnnis RlVOT. The

medsl will be presented by Mr, Willisr H, Tow, President
of the village of Creve Chuer, Illincis,



of the vilizge of Creve Couer, Illi:aiu.

- Staff S~r cent Golden D. Procetor will recelve the Solzieps!
rs,

Medll Yor valor uisvioved in resculng Tecinician, Fifth
Gr?;e, Crorics L. Hortin on Moy 2$ on the Thompson Loke
Levee oren ke {(drrting fell into the Illinois River while
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